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Chad 


President Habre Promulgates New Constitution 


AB2112221089 Ndjamena Domestic Service in French 
1900 GMT 21 Dec 89 


[Text] The new Constitution was promulgated yesterday 
by a decree signed by the president of the Republic. This 
promulgation of the Constitution came a few hours after 
the proclamation yesterday of the results of the 10 
December referendum by the Appeals Court of Ndja- 
mena. According to this final result, 98.94 percent of 
Chadians who went to the polls voted in favor of the new 
Constitution and for President Hissein Habre. The 
Appeals Court recorded 0.15 percent invalid votes and a 
percentage of 0.06 negative votes. For the whole country 
a total turnout of 92.17 percent was recorded, which 
means that Chadians are increasingly becoming inter- 
ested in deciding the destiny of their country. 


President Habre’s Inaugural Speech Outlined 


AB2312124589 Ndjamena Domestic Service in French 
2130 GMT 22 Dec 89 


[Text] The president of th: Republic, El Hadj Hissein 
Habre, was this morning officialy sworn in by the 
Appeals Court of Ndjamena in the Hall of the Ministry 
of External Relations. Several highlights marked the 
ceremony. First of all, the official proclamation of the 
nationwide referendum results that took place on 10 
December were read by the president of the Appeals 
Court, followed by a speech by the attorney general. 
President Hissein Habre then took the oath, followed by 
a 21-gun salute. The president of the Appeals Court gave 
the attorney general official notice of his address to the 
court. The chancellor of national orders then gave the 
president of the Republic the collar of the master of 
national orders. The ceremony ended with an important 
address by President Hissein Habre. In his address, the 
president of the Republic paid tribute to the Chadian 
people and warmly congratulated them. He thanked 
them and expressed his deep affection for the people’s 
trust in him by adopting the Constitution and electing 
him president of the Chadian nation. El Hadj Hissein 
Habre, father of the nation, said that the relative value of 
a country depends on the men and women who consti- 
tute the people. The president said it was quite normal to 
admit that the people of Chad deserve this value. El Hadj 
Hissein Habre asked the Chadian people to always 
support him as they have always dvix. The fight for 
better living conditions has not ended and must continue 
with the same enthusiasm and determination, the presi- 
dent of the Republic continued. He also appealed to 
Chadians living abroad to come back home and partici- 
pate in the reconstruction of Chad., 


Speaking about the Constitution, El Hadj Hissein Habre 
said it will be applied without any constraints other than 
those imposed by the law and added that it was urgent 
that the institutions provided for in the Constitution be 
established. He announced that the election of members 
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of Parliament will take place in the near future. The 
president of the Republic vowed to defend the Consti- 
tution and scrupulously adhere to its application. He 
spoke of the need for a change of thinking to enable the 
democratic apparatus to run smoothly. 


The activities marking the investure of the president of 
the Republic, it will be noted, continue in the capital 
with fireworks. A banquet, hosted by the president of the 
Republic tomorrow at 2000, will bring the festivities to 
an end. 


Congo 


Minister Ickonga Dies of Heart Attack 


AB2312185589 Dakar PANA in English 1330 GMT 
23 Dec 89 


[Text] Brazzaville, 23 Dec (ACI/PANA)—The former 
managing director of the multi-national airline, “Air 
Afrique”, Mr. Auxence Ickonga, died of heart attack on 
Friday night in Brazaville. 


Following his departure from Air Afrique, Ickonga was 
appointed minister of the Presidency of Congo in August 
1989. He was put in charge of State Control to put an end 
to corruption and mismanagement of state affairs in 
Congo. 


This was Ickonga’s third ministerial appointment, 
having been minister of agriculture and later of foreign 
affairs from 1970 to 1972. Before entering Air Afrique in 
1985, Ickonga was the director of Hydro-Congo, one of 
the largest national companies in his country which sold 
and distributed hydrocarbons. 


Born on 27 July 1935 at Makoua (north of Congo), 
Ickonga became the head of his country’s administrative 
and financial services after graduating from the then 
French Overseas Institute for Higher Studies. 


In addition to his ministerial functions, Ickonga had 
been principal private secretary to the OAU secretary 
general and became director of personnei of the organi- 
zation in 1966. 


ickonga served as his country’s ambassador to Egypt, 
Lebanon, France, and Britain and also represented 
Congo at UNESCO. 


Gabon 


Paper Cited on U.S. Action in Panama 


AB2312153089 Paris AFP in French 1000 GMT 
23 Dec 89 


[Text] Libreville, 23 Dec (AFP)—The Gabonese 
national daily, L’ UNION, today wrote on the American 
intervention in Panama, in which it sees proof that 
“gunboat policy is continuing, and with it, the order 
established at Yalta still exists with the division of the 
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world into two blocs: The communist bloc under the 
Soviet umbrella, and the capitalist bloc with the United 
States as its prime mover.” [Passage indistinct] interna- 
tional ...“* continued the paper. ’’To justify certain oper- 
ations, Washington claims that it is fighitng in the name 
of the democratic ideal. Yet, for years, the United States 
supported, for example, the regime of the shah of Iran 
who was known to be one of the worst dictators in the 
world. Had it not been for the uprising of the Iranian 
people, the shah would certainly have died on his throne 
undisturbed.“ 


L’UNION goes on to wonder: “Where is the logic in all 
this? The least that can be said in the meantime is that 
Operation ‘Just Cause’ goes against the spirit of detente 
established in the relations between the two superpow- 
ers.” In conclusion, the Gabonese newspaper thinks that 
this operation could “provide arguments for Mikhail 
Gorbachev who recently declared that changes may 
occur in the East but that Moscow will not tolerate an 
ally abandoning the Warsaw Pact”. 


‘Instigator’ Reportedly Threatens President Bongo 


AB2012174489 Paris AFP in French 0852 GMT 
20 Dec 89 


[Text] Libreville, 19 Dec [date as received] (AFP)}— 
Pierre Mamboundou, regarded by the Gabonese author- 
ities as the principal instigator of a plot designed to 
iopple the regime last September, has in the past few 
days sent threatening telegrams to President Omar 
Bongo and to members of his government, it was learned 
here today from authoritative sources. 


In his various telegrams to members of the Gabonese 
Government, Mr Mamboundou urges them to “resign 
before it is too late.” A Gabonese minister told AFP: 
“We are really inundated with such telegrams. This is 
ironic and shows how ridiculous the man is.” He added, 
“quite obviously, we inform the president as soon as we 
receive them.” 


Moreover, authoritative sources in Libreville stated that 
Mr Mamboundou has issued very precise death threats 
against the head of state, asserting that .: “would be easy 
for him to execute his threat” since he knows all his 
movements both inside and outside the country.“ 


The same sources stated that “these threats aim at 
poisoning the minds of the Gabonese public.”’ Moreover, 
it is indicated in Libreville that President Bongo 
received these threats with “perfect calm” and that this 
has not in anv way changed his timetable and his 
movements. 


Nonetheless, this matter currentiy has raised several ques- 
tions in various circles in Libreville. Mr Pierre Mambcun- 
dou, “whose movement, Gabonese People’s Union (UPG), 
was totally unknown until recently, seems to have great 
means at his disposal, including secret partners whose 
design is, undoubtedly, to harm the ruling regime and “he 
Gabonese people,” according to authoritative sources. It 


FBIS-AFR-89-246 
26 December 1989 


will be recalled that last 4 October, the Gabonese authorities 
announced a “conspiracy fomented from outside the 
country by Mr Pierre Mamboundou, a Gabonese civil 
servant On assignment to the Technical and Cultural Coop- 
eration Agency (ACCT) in Paris. The conspiracy aimed at 
assassinating the head of state and toppling the established 
institutions.” 


Zaire 


AZAP Cited on ‘Plot’ To Overthrow Mobatu 


AB2212210089 Paris AFP in French 2019 GMT 
22 Dec 89 


[Text] Kinshasa, 22 Dec (AFP)—The official Zairian news 
agency, AZAP, stated today in a dispatch broadcast only on 
its international network that a plot was “hatched” in 
Brussels to “have Mobutu overthrown” on the occasion of 
the visit of the Belgian foreign minister, Mr Mark Eyskens, 
to Zaire in January. In fact, Mr Eyskens is scheduled to 
make an official visit io Kinshasa 8-14 January 1990 to 
establish the new cooperation accord between Belgium and 
Zaire signed in Rabat, Morocco. 


AZAP, which confirms the Belgian foreign minister’s 
visit to Zaire, specifies that the plot was organized 15 
December in the Belgian capital. The agency adds that 
some “Zairian agitators and an influential member of a 
Belgian political party as well as a European politician” 
were to take advantage of the Belgian minister’s visit to 
“have Mobutu overthrown”, by provoking “bloody inci- 
dents.” AZAP, which does not quote its sources nor the 
names of the “plotters”, adds that Marshal Mobutu, the 
Zairian head of state, “is determined to take up the 
challenge thrown him by his enemies.” 


Further on Plot 


AB2312204789 Dakar PANA in French 1213 GMT 
23 Dec 89 


[“‘Zaire-Belgian: ‘Have Mobutu Overthrown’”’—PANA 
headline] 


[Text] Kinshasa, 23 Dec (AZAP/PANA)—Officially, 
Belgians and Zairians are already promising each other a 
number of good things in line with a new era of cooper- 
ation which both sides hope will be dynamic, solid, and 
mutually beneficial. Competent Zairian and Belgian 
experts are currently putting the finishing touches to the 
document which, at the dawn of 1990, will launch a new 
kind of relationship that will have the advantage of 
clarifying things once and for all in the spirit of Rabat. 


The arrival of Mr Mark Eyskens, Belgian foreign min- 
ister, in Kinshasa on 8 January will, in this regard, be an 
event, a family celebration in a way. But as the populer 
saying goes, every celebration has its spoilsports. It 
seems this will be the case during the next meeting 
between Belgians and Zairians in Kinshasa. 
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In fact, an extremely serious piece of news has just 
reached the ears of Zairian authorities reporting a plot 
fomented in Belgium and in the words of the authors the 
plot is designed to “have Mobutu overthrown.” Bloody 
incidents would be provoked in Kinshasa during the 
week of 8-14 January, coinciding with Minister Eyskens 
visit to Zaire. Since the visit of the Belgian statesman 
would call for the presence of a large number of journal- 
ists, the Kinshasa incidents would, therefore, enjoy very 
wide media coverage. 


So then, while Mobutu Sese Seko, the Zairian president, 
had met on Friday, 15 December, for 4 hours with his 
collaborators of the Executive Council (government) to 
discuss the country’s political, social, and economic 
situation at the end of the year and to chart the prospects 
for 1990, a group of agitators, who have a common 
deep-seated hatred for Mobutu and Zaire’s legal institu- 
tions, met that same evening somewhere in Brussels. It 
was there that the scenario for the plot was determined. 


During the gathering, one could note the presence of a 
very influential member of a Jelgian political organiza- 
tion who appears to have made matters on cooperation 
with Zaire his main preoccupation; . member of a 
committee which has sworn only to speak negatively 
about Zaire; a representative of a so-called vanguard 
Organization in the fight against hunger in the world; 
journalists, always the same ones, who pride themselves 
on having won a name for themselves through Zaire; 
and, finally, an invited guest, a European politician who 
only lately assumed responsibilities in his country in the 
cooperation field. 


We are forced by intellectual honesty to admit that this 
non-Belgian political official did not open his mouth 
even once during this secret meeting. It was learned that 
the plotters parted late in the night, each one solemnly 
swearing to thoroughly play the role which had just been 
assigned him. So, it is, therefore, not at all surprising that 
3 days later, a Belgian daily newspaper, in an article 
which conforms with the watchword received by its 
author, was requesting the Belgian Government to 
“assume its responsibilities” in view of the plight of the 
muzzled and unfortunate blacks of Zaire. 


The Zairian authorities have not yet officially reacted to 
this serious affair whose details they are known to have. 
Knowing President Mobutu well, the ZAIRIAN PRESS 
AGENCY is in a position to say that the deliberate 
silence observed by the Zairian head of state over such 
an issue heavy with consequences is an indication of his 
determination to meet, once and for all, the challenge 
from his enemies. 


Concerning the great slaughter being prepared for us by 
way of a “happy new year,” the National Telegraphic 
Agency cannot but remind the public of the fact that, 
traditionally, little value is set on the blood of blacks 
when it comes to defending certain interests. Here in our 
country, this was tested on that fateful day of 4 January 
1959 and all during the period 1960-65 with a staggering 
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record of more than 500,000 deaths. Now that these 
plotters in Brussels have decided, with God knows what 
right, to have Mobutu’s head at any cost, naturally, they 
are calling forth this valueless and easy blood. 


List of ‘Plotters’ Claimed 
AB2312194889 Dakar PANA in French 1445 GMT 
23 Dec 89 


[Text] Dakar, 23 Dec (PANA)—Close aides of the Zarian 
head of state were quite categoric in stressing clearly that 
“neither Zaire nor its presideni would put up the least 
attitude likely to plunge that country and Belgium into 
another crisis,” stated AZAP received at PANA. 


It wiil be recalled that the Zairian news agency, in a 
commentary entitled “Have Mobutu Overthrown” 
denounced a plot planned 15 December against the 
Zairian president and which, according to the news 
agency, was to take place during the week of 8-14 
January 1990 when Mr Mark Eyskens, Belgian minister 
of foreign affairs, would be on an official visit to Zaire. 


AZAP claims to be in possession of the full list (with names 
and qualifications) of all the people who took part in the 
plotting as well as the name of the building in Antwerp (not 
in Brussels, as was initially reported) which served as the 
venue of the meeting during which the plot was hatched. “In 
such a serious case, the concern for accuracy should be the 
rule,” AZAP points out. The agency said that it was in this 
important Belgian harbor city that the plotters met, “this is 
an important detail although the substance of the matter 
remains strictly the same.” 


Mobutu Receives MPLA’s Van Dune, Delegation 


AB2012205789 Kinshasa AZAP in French 
1630 GMT 20 Dec 89 


[Text] Kinshasa, 19 Dec (AZAP)}—The party leader, 
Marshal Mobutu Sese Seko, received yesterday aboard 
the M.V. Kamanyola the Popular Movement for the 
Liberation of Angola [MPLA]-Labor Party delegation 
led by Alfonso Van Dunem Mbinda, Political Bureau 
member and secretary to the Central Committee respon- 
sible for external relations, who, together with the Pop- 
ular Movement of the Kevolution [MPR] secretary gen- 
eral at the People’s Palace on Monday, signed a draft 
agreement aimed at strengthening the fraternal relations 
existing between the Angolan and Zairian peoples. 


Following discussions with the MPR founding chairmaa 
which lasted an hour, the leader of the Angolan delega- 
tion told the press that he (?tcok the opportunity) to 
thank Marshal Mobutu Sese Seko for the relentless 
efforts he has been making to restore peace to Angola in 
his capacity as mediator in the Angolan internal conflict. 


Commenting on the cooperation agreement signed 
between the MPR and the MPLA-Labor Party, Alfonso 
Yan Dunem Mbinda explained that this legal document 
has established the close solidarity and unity of views 


between the two parties. This will contribute to the 
further strengthening of the bonds of cooperation 
between Zaire and Angola. 


Concerning the differences in the ideologies of the two 
parties, he stressed the firm desire for political coopera- 
tion expressed by the Zairian and Angolan leaders, who 
have put aside such differences in order io preserve the 
most important things, namely, understanding and coop- 
eration in the interest of the peoples. 


Cooperation Accord Signed 
AB2012205489 Dakar PANA in French 1430 GMT 
20 Dec 89 


[Text] Kinshasa, 20 Dec (AZAP/PANA)—The Popular 
Movement of the Revolution (MPR), Zaire’s state party, 
and the Popular Movement for the Liberation of Angola 
(MPLA-Labor Party) have signed a general cooperation 
agreement in Kinshasa aimed at consolidating their 
relations, it was learned yesterday. 
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The agreement was signed on Monday [18 December]. It 
was disclosed that Gambembo Fumu wa Utadi, MPR 
Central Committee member responsible for external 
relations, signed for Zaire, while Van Dunem “Mbinda,” 
Political Bureau member and secretary to the MPLA 
Central Committee responsible for external relations, 


signed for Angola. 


According to a release issued after the ceremony, this 

t reflects the excellent relations existing between 
the MPR anind the MPLA in the image of the mutual 
esteem and friendship existing between Presidents Mobutu 
Sese Seko and Eduardo dos Santos and lays the besis for 
strong cooperation between the two parties. 


After the signing ceremony, the MPLA delegation was 
received by Kixhima Bin Ramazani, MPR secretary 
general. He highlighted the excellent relations between 
Kinshasa and Luanda, noting that exchange of visits 
between Zairian delegation offers the two parties the 
Opportunity to improve upon their organizational struc- 
tures and exchange experiences in ideology, mobiliza- 
tion, and in the organization of their masses. 
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Djibouti 


Parliament Approves 1990 Budget 23 Dec 
EA2312221689 Djibouti Domestic Service in Somali 
1700 GMT 23 Dec 89 


[Text] The Djibouti Parliament today approved the 
national budget for 1990. The annual budget, which 
totals 23.987 billion Djibouti francs, exceeds by 257 
million [number as received] Djibouti francs of the 1989 
budget of 1989. This is due to increased social services, 
the difficult economic situation of the region, and the 
exchange rate which does not favor the Djibouti franc. 
The parliament also approved the payment of the 
national debt and the annual budget of parliament and 
office of the president. The parliament also approved the 
annual budget of the Ministries of Justice and Interior. 


Ethiopia 


UN Delegation Cites ‘Unacceptable’ U.S. Action 
AB2212143789 Dakar PANA in English 1340 GMT 
22 Dec 89 


[Text] New York (United Nations), 22 Dec. (PANA)}— 
Ethiopia, speaking as a member of the United Nations 
(UN) Security Council, has said that the United States 
(US) invasion of Panama constituted an “unnecessary 
flexing of big power muscles against a non-aligned 
member of the United Nations”. 


Addressing a meeting of the Council, Ethiopia said tie 
invasion was against international norms and a threat tc 
world peace. It said there could not be any justification for 
military intervention in a sovereign state, and described 
America’s actions as senseless and unacceptable. 

Ethiopia called on the Security Council to declare that 
“force is anachronism in international politics,” and to 
voice its Objection to America’s violation of Panama's 
territorial integrity. 

In ancther address, Algeria, also a member of the 
Council, said the US invasion of Panam represented an 
ai-:upt regression from all that had been accomplished 
by the international community in the « stablishment of 
acceptable rules of conduct in international relations. 


It said it was alarmed at the large number of civilian 
casualities in the invasion and strongly condemned 
America’s action. 


Algeria said the action in Panama was particularly 
reprehensible because it was carried out by a state which 
had committed itself to special responsibilities as a 
permanent member of the Security Council. 

The country questioned the motives behind resorting to 


military action after governments of the region had been 
meeting to resolve Central American problems. 
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It called for the immediate cessation of the military 
intervention and the withdrawal of American troops 
from Panama. 


Rebel Radio Reviews Peace Talks in Rome 


EA2212182589 (Clandestine) Voice of the Broad 
Masses of Ethiopia in Amharic 0400 GMT 21 Dec 89 


[Text] The second round of talks between the Tigray 
People’s Liberation Front [TPLF] and the Dergue gov- 
ernment authorities ended in Rome on 18 December 
1989. It has been agreed that a third round will be held. 


The items discussed in the second round were [word indis- 
tinct] chairmanship, observers, [word indistinct], the prep- 
aration of the agenda for the substantive talks, and the 
creation of an atmosphere conducive to peace. Agreement 
was reached on some points, but it was no’. possible to agree 
on vital points. It was possible to reach agreement on some 
points because the TPLF made changes to some of its 
stands. It would not have been possible to reach these 
agreements had the TPLF behaved as stubbornly as the 
Dergue, which had no real stand. 


Just as in the first round of the Rome talks, the Dergue 
came up with views which were aii obstacle to peace, in 
this second round. The Dergue was following a trend 
which would disrupt the talks. 


Agreement has been reached on the chairmanship and 
observers. Italy and Kenya have been chosen as co- 
chairmen. Agreement was reached on this point because the 
TPLF changed its previous view, for the sake of peace. It 
should be recalled that the TPLF proposed that Italy and 
Sweden be co-chairmen, but the Deigue stubbornly rejected 
this proposal. Since the Dergue could not accept Sweden, 
the TPLF dropped Sweden and proposed Sudan as a second 
chairman. But the Dergue did not accept this proposal. It 
was agreed to have Kenya as second chairman after this 
stubborn stand by the Dergue. If the TPLF had been 
stubborn like the Dergue, instead of searching for a path to 
peace, it would not have been possible to reach agreement 
on this point. Both sides have agreed that Uganda, Sudan, 
Nigeria, and Sweden will be observers. Again, it was pos- 
sible to agree on this because the TPLF was flexible for the 
sake of peace. 


It should be recalled that the TPLF previously proposed 
Uganda, Sudan, and the United Kingdom as observers. 


Agreement was not reached on the delegates to be 
included in the main talks. On the proposal about the 
participation of the Ethiopian People’s Democratic 
Movement [EPDM], the Dergue rejected this proposal in 
a manner that will disrupt the talks, as it did during the 
first round of talks. Under the cover of procedure, the 
dergue tried to disrupt the talks through unnecessary 
discussion and argument, in rejecting this proposal of the 
TPLF. It made it almost impossible for the chairman, 
that is the Italian Government, to lead the talks. For the 
above-mentioned reasons it was not possible to exchange 
views properly. 
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Other agenda items, too, were not agreed upyn. As in the 
first round of talks, the Dergue wanted to use hunger as 
a political and military weapon, and it did not accept the 
free passage and distribution of drought aid. Intending to 
contiaue the destruction of economic projects and civil- 
iar.s, it rejected the proposal that the destruction of 
projects and facilities should stop. The Dergue also 
objecied, in the second round of talks, to the broad- 
casting of the talks on the radio. Nevertheless, it was 
fjiven an appropriate response by the TPLF delegation. 


Listeners, details of the first round of talks between the 
TPLF and the Dergue government in Rome [words indis- 
tinct] were broadcast by the Voice of the Tigray Revolution 
and the Voice of the Broad Masses of Ethiopia. 


WPE, EDU Reportedly Meet in Town of Gonder 


EA2412180189 (Clandestine) Voice of the Broad 
Masses of Ethiopia in Amharic 1945 GMT 23 Dec 89 


[Excerpt] Representatives of the Ethiopian Democratic 
Union [EDU] and the Dergue have met and held talks in 
the town of Gonder. 


According to reliable sources in the town of Gonder, it 
has been learned that representatives of the EDU and the 
Dergue met in Gonder recently. The meeting was held by 
an EDU team led by Aboyi Aboso, and a delegation of 
the Dergue, led by Gezahegn Worke, Workers Party of 
Ethiopia [WPE] first secretary of northern Gonder. 


Information from Gonder reveals that the purpose of the 
meeting between the EDU and the Dergue was to begin joint 
cooperation to confront the Ethiopian People’s Revolu- 
tionary Democratic Front [EPRDF] and its members, the 
Ethiopian People’s Democratic Movement and the Tigray 
People’s Liberation Front in northern Gonder. 


The delegation led by Gezahegn Worke proposed that the 
Dergue would give the necessary support to the EDU to 
operate in EPRDF-controlled areas in northern Gonder, 
like C\ilga, (Armacheho), Wegera, (Tsegedie), and 
Wolkayit, and disrupt the land distribution being under- 
taken by EPRDF member organizations. [passage omitted] 


Further on Cooperation 


£°A2412175789 (Clandestine) Voice of the Broad 
Masses of Ethiopia in Amharic 1945 GMT 23 Dec 89 


[Excerpt] The Ethiopian People’s Democratic Alliance 
[EPDA], which is a puppet of U.S. imperialism, has been 
recruiting people from refugee camps in the Sudan and 
sending them to the Dergue’s Metema and (Shilibin) 
military camps, it has been learned. 


According to news received from Sudan, the EPDA 
recently recruited 200 people from (Amrakun) refugee 
camp in eastern Sudan, and sent them to [word indis- 
tinct]. It was confirmed that the Dergue, in return, 
armed these people and sent them back to the EPDA. 
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The arms given to the EPDA by the Dergue are aimed at 
fighting against the Eritrean People’s Revolutionary 
Democratic Front [EPRDF]. The relations established 
with the Ethiopian Democratic Union, and the recruit- 
ment and arming being carried out by the Dergue and 
the EPDA, demonstrate that the former and present 
members of the ruling class are standing jointly against 
the EPRDF. 


In addition, the cooperation shows that the Dergue, in 
order to maintain its power, is collaborating with feudal 
lords and other forces whom it used to condemn as U.S. 
puppets, and is forming an anti-EPDRF front, which is 
chauvinistic and tribalistic. [passage omitted] 


EPRDF Claims Provincial Capital Captured 


EA2312101189 (Clandestine) Voice of the Broad 
Masses of Ethiopia in Amharic 0400 GMT 23 Dec 89 


[Excerpt] The heroic people's force of the Ethiopian 
People’s Revolutionary Democratic Front [EPRDF] has 
taken complete control of the capital of Menz and Gishe 
Province, Mehal Meda, by destroying anti-people 
Dergue soldiers. 

Gen (Zeleke), commander of the 4th Revolutionary 
Army, who came to inspect the military situation, fled by 
helicopter, alarmed by the EPRDF’s offensive. 


The heroic people’s force of the EPRDF completely 
liberated Menz and Gishe Province yesterday, 22 Dece- 
mebr 1989, by totally destroying the enemy forces in the 
town of Mehal Meda and the area. 


The EPRDF took control of the town of Mehal Meda 3 
days after placing Gishe Rabel under its control. [passage 
omitted] 


EPRDF Claims 1,800 Casualties in Fighting 


EA2412154189 (Clandestine) Voice of the Broad 
Masses of Ethiopia in Amharic 0400 GMT 24 Dec 89 


[Excerpt] The enemy plan to cause suffering to the 
struggling people of Gonder, who have been liberaica by 
the Ethiopian People’s Revolutionary Democratic Front 
{[EPRDF], and who control the town of Nefas Mewcha, 
has been foiled. More than 1,800 enemy soldiers were 
killed or wounded, while more than 45 were captured. 


It has been tearned that the antipeople Workers Party of 
Ethiopia government, which is causing [word indistinct] 
among the people, through its current racist propaganda 
and destruction of the country, has started coordinated 
offensives on several fronts, to control areas liberated by 
the EPRDF, and to subject the people to suffering. In 
this respect, at 0200 on 20 December, the enemy started 
moving on the Debre Tabor front [southern Gonder] to 
control the town of Nefas Mewcha, from the direction of 
(Eriki) and Debre Tabor. 


In a strong challenge, the heroic EPRDF people's forces, 
along with the struggling people of (Eriki) and Debre 


FBIS-AFR-89-246 
26 December 1989 


Tabor, inflicted heavy casualties on the enemy. In the 
20-21 December fighting, more than 1,800 soldiers were 
killed or wounded, and Captain (Atnafu Amere), deputy 
administrator of the southern Gonder area, was among 
the dead. In addition, 45 soldiers were captured. More 
than 90 Kalashnikovs, 10 RPG's, and more than 40,500 
rounds of ammunition were also captured. 


Further on Fighting 
EA2512153589 (Clandestine) Voice of the Broad 
Masses of Ethiopia in Aharic 0400 GMT 25 Dec 89 


[Excerpt] It will be recalled that we have told the broad 
masses that our heroic army advanced from the areas which 
it liberated through the Ethiopian People’s Revolutionary 
Democratic Front [EPRDF] Operation Torch last week and 
crushed the 153d Brigade, which had prepared positions to 
halt the EPRDF’s advance toward Menz and Gishe. At the, 
time our heroic army advanced from Rabel and crushed an 
enemy force stationed at the capital of Menz and Gishe 
Province and freed the people in the area. 


According to the information received from the front, 
the EPRDF army, which is freeing the people from the 
fascists, liberated Gishe-Rabel on 19 December and 
Mehal Meda [175 km northeast of Addis Ababa in 
Shewa region] on 22 December and put 1,066 enemy 
troops out of action. The information also reveaied that 
large quantities of enemy weapons were captured by the 
Ethiopian revolution. The information further noted 
that oppressed peasants, who had been forcibly con- 
scripted and armed, were relieved and dispersed to their 
respective areas. 


The following are the details of the victories won by the 
EPRDF Army in Rabe! and Mfhal Meda: In the offeni- 
sive launched by the EPRDF Army in Gishe-Rabel on 22 
December [date as heard], 350 enemy troops were either 
kilied or wounded and 311 captured. In addition, 398 
light weapons, 24 machineguns, 3 RPG's, 2 mortars, 6 
radio sets, a large quantity of ammunition, and other 
property stored in two rooms were captured by the 
Ethiopian revolution. During the operation which 
attacked and crushed an enemy force at Mehal Meda on 
22 December, 280 enemy troops were either killed or 
wovaded and 125 others captured. In addition, 619 
small arms, 5 pistols, 12 light- and medium- 
machineguns, 6 RPG'S, 6 radio sets, 10 vehicles, 4 
mortars, a large quantity of ammunition, and 3,000- 
4,000 quintals of grain were seized from the enemy. 
Houses which accommodated enemy provisions and 
weapons were also burned. {passage omitted] 


Somalia 


Rebels Refute Samantar Remarks on Hargeysa 


EA23 12082089 (Clandestine) Radio of the Somali 
National Movement in Somali 1500 GMT 22 Dec 89 


[From “News Analysis”) 
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[Text] The Mogadishu regime is making every attempt 
and using all treacherous acts to prolong its stay in 
power, but this is a futile attempt. This was said by a 
spokesman for the Somali National Movement [SNM], 
commenting on yesterday's statement by the so-called 
minister, Ali Samantar, that Hargeysa is in government 
hands. What he said was that armed bandits had 
attacked Hargeysa but had been repulsed. Why have they 
been quiet since the capture of Hargeysa by the gallant 
fighters of the SNM? Ali Samantur added in his state- 
ment yesterday that we are appealing to some govern- 
ments to mediate in the problems between the Mogad- 
ishu government 2nd the opposition forces. Why ask for 
outside help against armed rebels? 


The true picture is that Hargeysa is in the hands of the 
SNM fighters. There are a few pockets of government 
resistance on the outskirts of the town, and we just leave 
those ioyalist troops of Siad to exhaust their water and 
food, and to their eventual surrender, since no supplies 
will get to them. 


On several occasions we have broadcast the latest attacks by 
the SNM against loyalist troops of the dyiny, regime of 
Mogadishu, especially Hargeysa. Turning to yesterday's 
staterxent by Ali Samantz7, why did he not comment on 
Hary.ecysa earlier? Why say the government will take jour- 
nalists? Why not take them there and report later? The 
remnants of the forces that used to defend Hargeysa for the 
dying regizae sf Mogadishu are hiding in the countryside 
and are currently being hunted. Some of the genuine Somali 
soldicrs, having reaiuzcd the of their situation, 
have surrendered to the SNM, and are now fighting along- 
side SNM fighters to free the motherland from the canni- 
balistic rule of Siad Barre and his henchmen, like Ali 
Samantar, whose days are numbred. 


The SNM spokesman added that what was going on in 
Somalia was an internal matter between the Somali 
people and the anti-people regime of afweynch [big 
mounth—nickname for Siad Barre]. For that reason, the 
SNM asks the governmenits of the world not to interfere 
in the war. The SNM is not responsible for the safety of 
anyone who comes to the battle zones, though we shall 
ensure the saicty of anyone who falls into our hands. 


Siad Barre Receives Letter From Yemeni Leaders 


JN2512181289 Sanaa Domestic Service in Arabic 
1700 GMT 25 Dez 89 


[Text] His Excellency Somalian President Mohamed 
Siad Barre received in [Mogadishu last night brothers 
Muhammad al-Khadim al-Wajih, minister of telecom- 
munications and Standing Committee member, and 
Salih ‘Abdallah Muthanna, Central Committee member 
and transport minister in che southern part of the home- 
land. They gave the Somali president a joint letter from 
brothers Colonel ‘Ali ‘Abdallah Salih, president of the 
republic, commander in chief of the Armed Forces, and 
secretary general of the General People’s Congress, and 
‘Ali Salim al-Bid, secretary general of the Central Com- 
mittee of the Yemeni Socialist Party, that explains 


Yemeni reunification moves with special reference to 
the historic Aden agreement signed by the leaders of the 
two halves of the homeland in Aden on 30 November. 


During the meeting, the Somali president voiced support 
for Yemeni unity, hailing it as a model to be emulated in 
the interest of the unity and dignity of the Arab nation. 


Tanzania 


President Returns From Visit to Japan 23 Dec 


EA2312222689 Dar es Salaam Domestic Service 
in Swahili 1900 GMT 23 Dec 89 


[Text] Dar es Salaam—President Ali Hassan Mwinyi 
returned to Dar es Salaam today after ending a 5-day official 
visit to Japan. He was met at Dar es Salaam International 
Airport by the president of Zanzibar, Comrade Idris Abdul 
Wakil, and other party and government officials. 


In Japan, President Mwinyi held talks with Japanese 
leaders, including Emperor Kihito and Prime Minister 
Toshiki Kaifu. During the visit, the Japanese Govern- 
ment pledged to assist Tanzania with 2 biilion shillings 
for the economic recovery plan and to help reduce the 
country’s economic problems. 


President Mwinyi, who was accompanied by Comrade 
Benjamin Mkapa, foreign minister, ended his visit by 
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appealing to Japanese companies to invest in Tanzania 
and Japanese companies already operating in the 
country to increase their investment. He assured Japan 
that the new Tanzanian investment policy, which will be 
announced soon, stressed private investment. 


Uganda 


Government Issues Guidelines for Foreign Newsmen 
EA2312191089 Dar es Salaam Domestic Service 
in Swahili 1900 GMT 22 Dec 89 


[Text] Kampala—The Ugandan Government has issued 
official guidelines for foreign newsmen intending to 


enter the country to cover news. Unc vew direc- 
tive, issued by the Ministry of Inf a! id Broz.J- 
casting, all foreign newsmen will} :-quired io have an 


official permit before entering th. © untrv 


In addition. it 1s stressed that newsnx i who require an 
interview with the country’s president will need to 
receive a permit from the presidential press attache. 
Those who will be covering and reporting on important 
and flash news will be considered according to their 
professional capabilities. Furthermore, the directives 
prohibit the news reporters from taking pictures in 
sensitive areas, including Entebbe Airport, high security 
army centers, State House, and other areas. 
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De Klerk Announces Parliament To Open 1 Feb 


MB2212135389 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1106 GMT 22 Dec 89 


[Text] Pretoria Dec 22 SAPA—The state president, Mr 
F.W. de Klerk, has announced that Parliament will open 
on February | next year. 


SABC [South African Broadcasting Corporation] radio 
news reports that in a notice in the latest issue of the 
government gazette, Mr de Klerk says Parliament will 
begin its activities on February 2. 


De Klerk May Announce Mandela Release 2 Feb 


MB24 12084589 Johannesburg SUNDAY STAR 
in English 24 Dec 89 p 2 


[Text] President de Klerk is expected to announce Mr 
Nelson Mandela’s unconditional release when he opens 
Par!iament on February 2 [date as published]. 


This is likely to be one of several important disclosures 
at the start of next year’s vital session. Mr de Klerk wiil 
also use the opportunity to present the NP’s [Nation 
Party] plans for negotiations on a new constitution. 


This has emerged after it was announced that Mr Mandela 
would definitely not be freed before the end of the year. 


Another pointer to a release at the end in early February 
is the timing of the next meeting of the full Cabinet in the 
last week of January. 


The Government is not setting pre-conditions but would 
all the same like to see a “commitment for peace” by the 
ANC [African National Congress]. 


Mandela in ‘Telephone Contact’ With ANC Leaders 


MB2212102589 Johannesburg BUSINESS DAY 
in English 22 Dec 89 GMT P 1 


[Daniel Simon] 


[Text] Jailed ANC [African Nationai Congress] leader 
Nelson Mandela was in telephone contact with two of 
the organisation’s top exiled leaders this week, and used 
the opportunity to send a message to Zimbabwean 
President Robert Mugabe. 


Confirming the calls, Prison Services spokesman 
Colonel Roy Gamble said last night Mandela was given 
permission to speak to both ANC secretary general 
Alfred Nzo and external affairs secretary Thabo Mbeki 
on Tuesday [19 December]. 


This followed reports that Mugabe had said he received 
a message from Mandela via Nzo on the occasion of the 
inauguration of the new ZANU (PF) [Zimbabwe African 
National Union-Patriotic Front] party. 


Gamble said the Prison Services had no further comment. 
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Reports in Harare said that Mandela asked Nzo about 
his family and passed greetings to the ccngress of Zim- 
babwe’s ruling ZANU (PF) party, which *Jzo and Mbeki 
were attending. 


In Cape Town yesterday, veteran human rights activist 
Helen Joseph spent several hours visiting Mandela at the 
Victor Verster Prison. 


SAPA reports that UDF [United Democratic Front] vice- 
president and western Cape president of the National Asso- 
ciation of Democratic Lawyers Dullah Omar confirmed 
Joseph had seen Mandela for “several hours”. 


This was the 84-year-old Joseph’s first meeting with 
Mandela in 26 years. Previous requests for a visit had 
been refused. 


A second five-man delegation from COSATU [Congress of 
South African Trade Unions] will visit Mandela today. 


The group will include COSATU’s national president 
Elijah Barayi. 


On Tuesday five COSATU members spent five hours 
with Mandela. 


Churches Welcome De Klerk Invitation to Dialogue 


MB2512165589 Johannesburg Domestic Service 
in English 1600 GMT 25 Dec 89 


[Text] Church leaders have responded positively to the 
state president’s invitation to them to join in dialogue. In 
his Christmas message, President de Klerk extended an 
open invitation to churches to hold comprehensive and 
detailed talks with the government as early as possible 
during the new year. 


Our religion reporter said that church leaders had 
regarded the drift of President de Klerk’s message and 
his invitation to talks in a positive light. 


Dr Poen Badenhorst of (?CASA) and the Full Gospel 
Church said that they had already requested talks with 
the government. They said it was encouraging that 
President de Klerk had acknowledged the role of 
churches in his attempt to bring about reconciliation. 


The moderator of the NGK [Dutch Reformed Church], 
Professor Johan Heyns, said that the call was exception- 
ally encouraging. The moderator of the NGK in Africa, 
Dr Sam Butie, said that he appreciated President de 
Klerk’s message and the courage it had taken for him to 
invite the churches to take part in d:alogue. however, he 
added that words were not enough. He said that there 
had to be proof that peace was really being sought. 


Dr Kip Japtha of the Reform Churches’ Suidland 
[southern] synod said that the state president’s message 
had created hope for the future. 


In his response, Bishop Joe Bell of the Church of 
England said that the invitation was encouraging. He 
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said that negotiation was one of the ways in which to 
bring about reconciliation, and that the church had to 
help where it could. 


Paper Views De Klerk’s Ist 100 ‘Breathless’ Days 


MB24 12082789 Johannesburg SUNDAY STAR 
in English 24 Dec 89 p 6 


{By John MacLennan] 


[Text] State President Mr F.W. de Klerk’s first 100 days 
in office—he completes the traditional honeymoon term 
normally accorded new leaders this week—has seen him 
put his stamp on the Government with a style which has 
left even his enemies breathless. 


In the process, he has become a steel-nerved political 
gambler, he has wrought major structural changes and he 
has introduced a fresh mood and dynamic which is pro- 
viding the country with its first whiff of optimism in years. 


With only one exception, he has sailed over all the 
hurdles of this initial testing period and completely 
overshadowed his predecessor. 


This comes as a big surprise to critics who believe he 
came to the job with all the wrong credentials. 


It was Mr de Klerk, for instance, who bullied universities 
by threatening to withdraw their subsidies. 


It was his job to deport a woman for throwing tomatoes 
at former President Botha. 


And he was leader of the National Party [NP] only 
recently when the order went out for peaceful protestors 
to be sjambokked [whipped] off the beaches. 


At a time when the NP was politically bankrupt, he came in 
as the new leader who would bring in new vision and action. 


The cynics claimed he was long on promise and short on 
delivery. 


They also disbelieved the strongly reformist rhetoric he used 
in the election campaign and his repeated promises of 
“drastic changes”, a phrase he has repeated time and again. 


They believed this would all evaporate, as it always has 
in the past in the face of right-wing challenges, or that he 
would turn his hand only to revamping apartheid. 


By contrast, while he was under pressure at home, 
leaders such as Mrs Margaret Thatcher and President 
George Bush were prepared to accept his undertakings at 
face value and to “give F.W. a change”. 


They will be calling back these markers with interest 
when Parliament convenes at the beginning of February. 


But Mr de Klerk has already shown he is prepared to 
break out of the straitjacket imposed by more than 40 
years of restrictive NP rule. 
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One of his first and crucial challenges was how he would 
handle the security establishment which has become the 
de facto Government for a decade under Mr P.W. Botha. 


In a major overhaul, he announced the virtual scrapping 
of the securocrat-controlled National Security Manage- 
ment system, which was constructed by Mr Botha from 
among his coterie of advisers. 


In putting the administration of the country firmly back 
into the hands of civilians, he downgraded the State 
Security Council to a Cabinet committee, rationalised 
the secretariat and scrapped the nationwide Joint Man- 
agement Centres which were dominated by security 
force officers. 


There was also proof that he does not share fears of a 
burgeoning rightwing when he opened parks and beaches by 
giving notice that the Separate Amenities Act is to be 
scrapped. 


And there was further right-wing fury when he 
announced that Boksburg’s central business district 
would become a free-trading area. 


Mr de Klerk is often described as the ultimate team man 
who consults his colleagues at every step. Not always. 


Some of his actions define him as an unpredictable 
political poker-player who is prepared to take risks. 


He survived, after all, one of the toughest grudge 
matches for the highest stakes when he took on and beat 
President Botha out of the country’s top job. 


He let much of the steam out of the domestic boiler by 
freeing ANC [African National Congress] leaders and 
allowing them to organise politically through mass rallies 
around the country. 


A similar calculated risk was his decision to allow mass 
protest marches, first in Cape Town and then all over the 
country. 


Commented the BBC: “It was the boldest political deci- 
sion of De Klerk’s career (to allow) a protest march 
against his entire minority Government.” 


Mr de Klerk surprised all by reaching out a hand of 
reconciliation to the ANC and appealed for a change of 
heart to achieve what he termed a give-and-take solution 
to the country’s problems. 


He said the banned organisation had a responsibility to 
help make it possible for him to lift the emergency. 
Terror incidents have, in fact, tapered off. 


It appeared he was getting through to blacks generally. 


A poll in October by the Human Sciences Research 
Council of blacks in the Pretoria-Witwatersrand- 
Vereeniging area showed that a majority of those ques- 
tioned believed he would be able to create a political 
settlement which would satisfy most South Africans. 
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That was even before the release of the eight political 
prisoners. 


One of the most visible and welcome characteristics of 
the De Klerk era is his fresh and disarming style. 


He looks and sounds ‘ike a modern leader. 


He does not wag his finger or warn people. Instead he 
tries to get them aboard through persuasion. 


He has also purged pomposity. 


Ministers no longer wear those funeral black hats at 
official “unctions and the Presidential Guard no longer 
trumpets his glory. 


With the end of the imperial presidency he also initiated 
an open-door policy, inviting people to walk right in 
rather than try to batter it down. 


Leaders he has spoken to include ANC figurehead Mr 
Nelson Mandela, Chief Minister Mangosuthu Buthelezi, 
Afrikaner Weersta ing leader Mr Eugene Terre- 
Blanche, Dr Allan Boesak and Archbishop Desmond Tutu. 


There may have been no magic meeting of the minds in 
every instance, but the Archbishop said afterwards: 


“On the positive side was the fact that we spent as much 
time as this, spoke as frankly and as openly as we have 
done...” 


He has gained the confidence of the business community 
as well as that of hard-pressed taxpayers with his under- 
taking to slash State spending. 


The President’s Council, conceived at great expense to 
avoid gridlock in the tricameral system, was one of the 
first official bodes to feel the scalpel when Mr de Klerk 
announced members would receive part-time pay for a 
part-time job. 


In a brainstorming session with his Cabinet, he has also 
delivered the message that next year’s budgets have to be 
cut to the bone. 


One of his best attributes is a sense of realism which has 
been missing in NP leadership ever since the party 
started trying to create a fairyland here for whites only. 


He also brings to the job a sense of drive and optimism 
in which problems are seen as challenges. 


He sounds like someone who has seen a completely new 
vision and this comes through in his speeches when he 
urges his audiences to grab the moment, when he tells 
them they are fortunate to participate in the next vital 
five years and when he exhorts him to build together “in 
this beautiful country”. 


Mr de Klerk is also acquiring a reputation for moving fast. 


He appointed his new Cabinet even before he was sworn in. 
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Even so, there is a measured evenhandedness about his 
decisions. 


He did not, for example, heed the public demand that 
the fire Law and Order Minister, Mr Adriaan Vlok. 


He did, however, allow the marches. 
Nor did blood flow in his Cabinet shuffle. 


Considering the talent pool left to him, he did well, 
including as many reformist-minded lieutenants as he 
could find. 


All the same, a P.W. Botha man like Dr Willie van 
Niekerk was quietly eased out to run the President’s 
Council. 


Observers see in him signs that he is giving common 
sense a priority over ideological stubbornness. 


This emerges also in small things, such as allowing May 
1 to be named Worker’s Day. 


So where did Mr de Klerk blink? 


Most critical opinion has it that he failed his first major 
test by not appointing a judicial commission of inquiry 
into the hit squad allegations. 


Only time will tell whether or not the course he has 
chosen, through investigation of the policy by the police 
themselves, will assauge public concern. 


If not, the issue will return to dominate next year’s 
session, thereby possibly eclipsing much of the positive 
he is trying to achieve. 


In his 100 days he has succeeded in buying time. 


There were no calls for further sanctions at the European 
Community summit in Paris and a call for full manda- 
tory sanctions was also staved off at the United Nations 
debate on apartheid recently. 


All agree his most difficult job is going to be in getting 
constitutional talks going, but so far the omens look good. 


In addition, he must retain the support and co-operation 
of moderate blacks (he has done this. most visibly 
through his successful meeting with Chief Minister 
Buthelezi); he must effect a breakthrough to other black 
leaders ‘he has already held talks with Mr Mandela); and 
he has to retain his white support-base. 


The next election is years off and by then he should have 
achieved much if he can convince blacks of the sincerity 
of his striving for a truly fair solution. 


Turkey Proves Valuable Export Base for Goods 


MB2212185789 Cape Town CAPE TIMES 
in English 20 Dec 89 p 12 


[From the “Business Report” section] 
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[Text] Johannesburg—The hostile international environ- 
ment of trade sanctions against SA has led to close economic 
relations being established with Turkey which is being used 
as a conduit for SA goods destined for other countries. 


This is also the reason why there is a massive trade 
imbalance of over R300m in SA’s favour. 


It was learned from a reliable source that Turkey's 
Strategic geographic position—it lies on the south- 
eastern corner of Europe while at the same time bor- 
dering Middle Eastern states—has made it a valuable 
export base for SA goods. 


The majority of SA’s exports to Turkey consist of pri- 
mary products such as coal, iron and steel, most of which 
are finally destined for other places. 


Semi-manufactured goods are also learnt to be exported 
to Turkey for processing and exported to Turkey for 
processing and export under “Made in Turkey” labels. 


Businesses in SA have apparently set up agents or represen- 
tatives in Turkey to aid them in their export enterprises. 
The problem for Turkey in playing this role has been the 
ballooning of a trade imbalance and to assist in narrowing 
this, the SA government entered into a preferential trade 
agreement allowing a wide range of Turkish goods to be 
imported at a ceiling customs duty of 3 percent. 


SA’s only other preferential trade agreements are with 
Malawi, Mozambique and Zimbabwe. 


Early in December a trade mission representing the 
Istanbul Chamber of Commerce visited SA to lobby for 
an extension of the categories of goods falling under ihe 
rebate system. 


An indication of the increasingly important role which 
Turkey has assumed in SA’s penetration of the interna- 
tional market can be seen in figures provided by the head 
of the mission, Istanbul’s Chamber of Commerce presi- 
dent Yalim Erez who said trade between SA and Turkey 
had increased from $90m in 1984 to $R320m [figure as 
published] in 1988 with SA exports representing most of 
this on a ratio of 13:1. 


A notice in the GOVERNMENT GAZETTE of 
December |, invites a new round of applications for 
rebate permits which were first granted to importers of 
Turkish goods in terms of a notice in July 1988. 


The new permits, which are valid for six months from 
February |, 1990 and which allow the import of goods at 
3 percent duty or less, can be obtained for the import of 
about 142 itemised goods, with the total value of all 
permitted imports being R1 78m. 


Previous applications for permits have been oversub- 
scribed, but as the facilities are often not utilised, the 
total value of imports from Turkcy falls far short of the 
permissable annual total of about R356m. 
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A total amount of R28m is allocated for the import of 
Turkish polythylene products and R25m is allocated for 
personal computers. Leather goods, footwear, glassware, 
woven fabrics and carpets also features prominently. 


Two Die in Swazi Border ‘Skirmish’ 


MB2212203089 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
2006 GMT 22 Dec 89 


[Text] Pretoria Dec 22 SAPA—A man was shot dead and 
a black SA Police [SAP] warrant officer fatally wounded 
on Friday afternoon in a skirmish between several sus- 
pected terrorists and the police on the Swaziland and 
South Africa border. 


A police liaison officer told SAPA on Friday night that 
members of the SAP spotted severa! suspected terrorists 
near Border Gate, a border post near Komatipoori in the 
eastern Transvaal. 


He said when an attempt was made to disarm and arrest 
one of the men, the others opened fire on the police. The 
police returned the fire, killing one of them. 


A black SAP warrant officer received bullet wounds in 
the skirmish and died on his way to hospital. 


An AK-47 rifle was later found at the scene of the 
incident. 


The police official said they were busy with follow-up 
operations, but no further details could be released at 
this stage. 


Mines Damage Venda Administrative Buildings 


MB2212165489 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1652 GMT 22 Dec 89 


[Text] Thohoyandou, Venda, Dec 22 SAPA—Three sep- 
arate limpet mine blasts blew up sections of Venda 
government buildings on Friday. 


Details were not immediately clear, but SAPA ’s corre- 
spondent said a first blast about 12:15pm resulted in 
severe damage to the department of finance. 


The second and third blasts “destroyed” the inland 
revenue office and the force of the blast smashed the 
windows of a nearby furniture store. 


Damage is estimated at thousands of rands. 


Thohoyandou police station commander, a Major Muru- 
lale, said the first blast was apparently aimed at the 
police station, but, because of the way the mine was 
placed, damaged the finance building nearby. 


“It (the limpet) was totally aimed at us. We were told on 
Tuesday [19 December] we will receive this (blast) and 
we got it. 


“Residents of Thohoyandou’s Golgotha Section have 
been told there are four limpet mines that are to be 


detonated on Saturday. We are checking, but do not 
know where they have been put”. 


It was not immediately clear if there were injuries. 


There were no other details. 


ANC Military Bases ‘Centered’ Within Country 


MB2212115489 Johannesburg THE WEEKLY MAIL 
in English 21 Dec-18 Jan 89 p 11 


[Text] Growing signs in the African National Congress’ 
armed struggle indicate that its military bases are now 
centred within the country. 


The year also saw a shift away from “armed propa- 
ganda” attacks on symbolic targets and a move towards 
“engaging the enemy” through attacks on members of 
the security forces and other “strategic” targets. The 
days of high profile attacks on targets such as SASOL 
[South African Coal, Oil and Gas Corporation] and 
KOEBERG appear to be over and have been replaced by 
a conceniration on soldiers, policemen and other state 
functionaries. 


Among the attacks of the last fortnight have been a 
bombing which killed three policemen and a suspected 
police informer in Port Elizabeth, an explosion which 
damaged the railway line near Witteboom station, Cape 
Town, and a hand grenade attack in Soweto which 
damaged a police vehicle. 


Professor Mike Hough of Pretoria University’s Institute 
of Strategic Studies said there had been a decline “in the 
random type of thing which in the past caused negative 
publicity for the ANC [African National Congress].” 


Preliminary statistics from the ir‘: ute, whose figures 
correlate closely with those of th. — vernment, show a 
slight reduction in the number of reported armed attacks 
this year from the 1988 figure. 


There are also indications that the number of arrests of 
ANC insurgents has diminished. Hough said their fig- 
ures up to the beginning of December listed 204 
attacks—13 in Ciskei, two in Transkei and 189 in the 
rest of South Africa. Several attacks which took place 
this month have not been recorded. 


Hough stressed that these figures were preliminary. “It 
sometimes happens that an incident which at first appears 
to be an industrial explosion later turns out to be sabotage.” 


The majority of reported attacks took place in Transvaal, 
with Natal next in line. The most common targets were 
policemen, government and public buildings, railway 
lines and “civilians including people like town council- 
lors,” Hough said. He added that most of the incidents 
were believed to be attacks by Umkhonto we Sizwe 
[Spear of the Nation], the army of the ANC and South 
African Communist Party [SACP]. 
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“There have been no known Pan-Africanist congress 
cases in recent years, although several PAC members 
have been arrested,” he said. 


There have also been no known attacks by the -irtually 
dormant, exile-based Black Consciousness Mo*enent of 
Azania. 


Between February 1988 and January 1989 322 attacks 
were recorded including 31 in the “independent home- 
lands” and 291 in the rest of South Africa, Law and 
Order Minister Adriaan Vlok told parliament. 


This figure compares with 249 in 1987 (including the 
“independent homelands”), 230 in 1986, 136 in 1985 
and 44 in 1984. 


Events outside Africa may also affect how the ANC 
proceeds with its military strategy. 


Cuba and the Soviet Union continue to provide various 
forms of support for the ANC, although there are indi- 
cations that Soviet hacking for the armed struggle may be 
less unequivocal tian previously. 


Despite these signs of diminished potential for outside 
support, the ANC and SACP have frequently made it 
clear they have no intention of suspending their armed 
struggle until the “climate for negotiations” inas been 
created along the lines of the Harare Declaration. 


The SACP’s new programme, “The Path to Power,” 
states that, “armed struggle cannot be counterposed with 
dialogue, negotiation and justifiable compromise, as if 
they were mutually exclusive categories.” 


A possible solution being attempted is to base Umkh- 
onto within the country. Evidence from political trials 
suggests that a growing number of ANC guerrillas are 
being trained in the country, and that command struc- 
tures are being internally centred. 


What is also being emphasised in ANC and SACP publica- 
tions is that the military dimension is subject to the 
authority of the political leadership and not vice versa. 


For example the “The Path to Power” states there are 
“‘no immediate prospects of inflicting an all-round mili- 
tary defeat on the enemy. 


“In our situation ... organised combat activity must 
primarily be guided by the needs of the political struggle. 
\ust be designed to weaken the enemy’s grip on the 
on power and to reinforce political mobilisation, 
isation and resistance. This balance... must reflect 
at all levels of our planning and in the way we use 

ir energies and resources.” 
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Deputy Minister Says Naval Expansion ‘Unlikely’ 


MB2112185689 Johannesburg Domestic Service 
in Afrikaans 1400 GMT 21 Dec 89 


[Text] Deputy Defense Minister Wynand Breytenbach 
Says it is unlikely that the South African Navy will be 
expanded in the near future. 


He said this in a South African Broadcasting Corporation 
interview, during a visit to the Simonstown Naval Base. 


Breytenbach said defense policy is linked to economic 
realities, and, because of the importance of the sea routes 
to South Africa, large scale expansion was not being 
considered at present. 


He praised naval personnel for their outstanding work 
over the past year and said South Africa ought to be 
proud of the fleet’s performance. 


SUNDAY STAR Editorial Urges Reforms 


MB25 12052489 Johannesburg SUNDAY STAR 
in English 24 Dec 89 p 6 


[Editorial: “All We Want for Christmas...”] 


[Text] On Christmas Eve, while many may dream about 
the riches they'd like to find in their stockings tomorrow, 
spare a thought for the country and what you'd like to 
put on its wish list. 


For starters the SUNDAY STAR would like to find a 
host of political concessions in South Africa’s Christmas 
stocking, enough to start the new year off with a grand 
funeral for apartheid. The Group Areas and Population 
Registration Acts would finally be laid to rest in a gesture 
of good faith, designed to signal the start of serious 
negotiations involving all parties. Of course, the process 
of negotiation will be no picnic. If the exercise is to 
secure a just and equitable constitution under which we 
can live in peace and harmony, it must be accompanied 
by realistic expectations and large quantities of patience. 


To alleviate the fears of minorities, a Bill of Rights would 
have to be added to the wish list, so that every individual 
could enjoy protection from foolish laws and political 
excesses. Guaranteeing the rights of the individual would 
hopefully wean the country from group thinking, which, 
for far too long, has retarded political and economic 
development. An independent judiciary would be free to 
scrutinise legislative folly and transgressions of the law. 
The death penalty would be scrapped. Political organi- 
sations and people, whose ideas had been silenced, 
would be unbanned. The state of emergency would be 
lifted and reactions to its being lifted would be such as to 
ensure that its provisions were no longer necessary, if 
they ever were. Mr Mandela’s freedom would add to the 
Christmas festivities. 


Most of all, South Africa’s Christmas stocking should 
contain an impressive collection of human qualities 
essential to see us through the challenging times ahead. 
The spirit of compromise would be present in large 
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measure to accompany the will to succeed. Tolerance 
and kindness would accompany courage and determina- 
tion. Petty nationalism would give way to a broad sense 
of patriotism that affords us the vision to make decisions 
based on the need to serve the general good. 


If just half the items on the wish list were to become reality, 
South Africa could find itself looking at a very different 
world. It is high time the country was free to compete on the 
world’s stage without having to dodge the brickbats to which 
we've grown so accustomed. Real economic growth would 
give us the chance to try to supply the jobs required to build 
a rapidly growing nation. 


Wishful thinking? Perhaps—but none of it is beyond our 
reach if we as a nation are determined enough to take the 
bold steps needed to secure such a future for ourselves. 
We've wasted too much time and too many precious 
resources travelling down an ideological cul-de-sac. 


22 Dec Press Review on Current Problems, Issues 
MB2212112989 


{Editorial Report] 


THE STAR 


Namibian Constitutional Agreement Welcome— 
Agreement “in principle” on the constitution for an 
independent Namibia is “a fitting climax to an aston- 
ishing year,” remarks Johannesburg THE STAR in 
English on 22 December in a page 10 editorial. “Some 
think that SWAPO [South-West African People’s Orga- 
nization], if it were to win an absolute majority in the 
next election, could well scrap the constitution and 
impose a one-party Marxist state. Perhaps, but that is 
hypothetical. What is not hypothetical is that Namibia is 
going into independence with a constitution guaran- 
teeing basic democratic principles, including a multi- 
party system with periodic elections, an independent 
judiciary responsible for interpreting the constitution 
and a two-chamber parliament.” 


US. Intervention in Panama ‘No Longer Acceptable’—A 
second editorial on the same page says President Bush’s 
decision to attack Panama and apprehend Noriega is 
“obviously designed to nail a man who has treated the 
world’s mightiest power with disdain.” THE STAR asks: 
“Should not the U.S. have learnt from modern history— 
the British and French at Suez, Soviets in Afghanistan, 
and indeed its own humiliation in Victham—that impe- 
rialist intervention is no longer acceptable? (Those with 
a taste for irony will certainly have noticed that South 
Africa has been quick to approve President Bush’s 
intervention in Panama's internal affairs.) “Interna- 
tional law and morality both argue against intervention 
in another country, no matter how much it may suit the 
attackers.” 


FBIS-AFR-89-246 
26 December 1989 


BUSINESS DAY 


U.S. Invasion of Panama Setback for Law—Referring to 
the U.S. “invasion” of Panama, Johannesburg BUSI- 
NESS DAY in English on 22 Decc:nber asks in a page 4 
editorial: “Does national sovereignty count for nothing 
when Americans perceive their interests to be at stake? If 
the U.S. has the right to overthrow national leaders and 
install leaders who are more to its liking, what other 
States have the same rights?” The U.S. “excuses now 
being put forward are so thin as to invite derision, and 
most people—not only in Latin America—will see the 
resort to military force for what it is: an act of reckless- 
ness, born of American society’s frustration at its 
inability to solve its own drug problem.” BUSINESS 
DAY believes Panama “reinforces all the arguments in 
favour of maintaining deterrent levels of military force. 
The concept of a world ruled by law has been set back.” 


SOWETAN 


‘Unacceptable’ State of Black Education—Johannesburg 
SOWETAN in English on 22 December in its page 8 
editorial refers to the “feeling of despondency” of black 
students whose examination papers will be marked “‘with- 
out a proper check of the process.” “With the inevitable 
revamping of the education situation for all South Africans, 
we hope serious attention will be paid to this distressing and 
plainly unacceptable state of affairs.” SOWETAN further 
notes that “all these problems are part of the struggle. The 
Struggle is multifaceted and has to be fought by children 
faced with such enormous problems.” 


THE WEEKLY MAIL 


RSA Remains ‘Trapped’—On pages 7 and 8 of Johannesburg 
THE WEEKLY MAIL in English for 21 December to 18 
January Coeditor Anton Harber writes in an article titled 
“The Year of F.W.”: South Africa “this year was like a room 
full of trapped birds. There was a flurry of activity as 
enormous and unexpected events took place week after 
week; but at the end of the year we remain trapped in the 
room, bewildered by the invisible barrier blocking our 
escape.” But, President de Klerk “has done enough to 
convince most people ‘hat he is sincere in wanting some 
form of change, something his predecessor did not do. 
However, few of these people are certain he has the strength 
or the vision to carry through even this limited vision. He 
has the will, they say, but has he the skill?” “As the year 
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ends, everyone is talking about negotiations but nobody is 
getting much closer to it. There is a high popular expectation 
of talks but little evidence that the country is any closer to 
it.” So, “having had a great flurry of activity in the second 
half of the year, we end the decade still flying in circles 
around the room, flinging ourselves against the window, and 
trying to understand what it is that is keeping us from 
getting out.” 


23 Dec Press Review on Current Problems, Issues 
MB23 12991289 


[Editorial Report] 
SATURDAY STAR 


Hope for ‘Peace on the Earth’—Johannesburg SATURDAY 
STAR in English on 23 December writes in its page 8 
editorial: “Not since the end of World War 2 have the words * 
from THE ANGELS’ SONG—‘peace on earth, goodwill to 
men‘—carried as much conviction and real hope as they do 
this Christmas.” “Now, suddenly, like an unexpected fresh 
breeze, comes hope of real peace, world wide.” “In South 
Africa the soldiers are coming home... Namibia is settling 
down; Angola is no longer a battlefield and there are signs 
that Mozambique has turned the corner. Not in 50 years has 
there been as much hope for ‘peace on the earth.’ Dare we 
add that, within South Africa, there are even signs of 
‘goodwill to men”?” 


De Klerk’s Actions Create ‘Own Momentum’—“The 
problem with F.W. de Klerk’s agenda is that he has 
decided to implement it fully in the next decade,” writes 
Joe Latakgomo in his “Write On!” column on the same 
page. “There is a very good reason for this, and it rests 
largely upon the interpretation of when the next decade 
is due to start”—in January or instead at the end of 
1990. “‘Even Mr de Klerk himself must surely know that 
he cannot release political prisoners into a vacuum. He 
knows that he has to unban organisations like the ANC 
[African National Congress] and the PAC [Pan- 
Africanist Congress] and allow exiles to come back 
home.” “Mr de Klerk is not prepared to commit himself 
as to how far he will be willing to drag those whites who 
do not wish to read the signs into the future.”” However, 
““Mr de Klerk has raised expectations to such an extent 
that he cannot now go back. The process that he has set 
in motion will certainly run on its own momentum, and 
it is beyond the Government to stop it.” 
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Angola 


MPLA Declaration on U.S. ‘Invasion’ of Panama 


MB2312122489 Luanda Domestic Service in Portuguese 
1200 GMT 23 Dec 89 


(““Declaration” issued by the MPLA-Labor Party Central 
Committee Political Bureau on “U.S. invasion of 
Panama” in Luanda on 22 December—read by 
announcer] 


[Text] The MPLA [Popular Movement for the Libera- 
tion of Angola]-Labor Party Political Bureau, at its 
seventh ordinary session on 22 December 1989, 
expressed concern over the situation in Panama, where 
invading U.S. troops, acting on orders issued by Presi- 
dent George Bush, invaded that sovereign and indepen- 
dent Latin American country, which is a full member of 
the UN organization. 


The U.S. military invasion of Panama occurred as rela- 
tions between nations are relaxed; the use of force or the 
threat of force to resolve conflicts and disputes between 
states has progressively given way to positive and con- 
structive dialogue so that [words indistinct] U.S. foreign 
political aggressiveness which does not spare [words 
indistinct] whenever it sees its alleged political and 
geostrategic interests are threatened. 


The U.S. aggression against Panama, a small and under- 
developed country, adds to so many other invasions 
launched by the largest capitalist power, including the 
ones carried out against Vietnam, Santo Domingo, 
Grenada, and Libya, in gross violation of,international 
public law, which specifically states that, while subject to 
international law, no state can [words indistinct] the 
political [words indistinct] of another state cannot but 
deserve our most strong condemnation. 


The MPLA-Labor Party Political Bureau appeals to the 
U.S. authorities’ common sense to end that aggression 
immediately and to withdraw its forces unconditionally 
from that independent country, a member of the United 
Nations and the Nonaligned Movement. 


Luanda, 22 December 1989 


Cuban Envoy Expresses Willingness To Aid Panama 


MB2312195389 Luanda ANGOP in French 1943 GMT 
23 Dec 89 


[Text] Luanda, 23 Dec (ANGOP)—Cuban Ambassador 
to Angola Matin Mora Diaz, in Luanda on 22 December, 
expressed his country’s willingness to give military aid to 
Panama should this country ask for it. 


The Cuban ambassador, addressing a news conference, 
described the U.S. intervention in Panama as brutal, 
dangerous, and cruel aggression in violation of interna- 
tional law. 
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He disclosed the United States is doing everything in its 
power to prevent Cuban health aid from reaching the 
international organizations currently helping the mar- 
tyred Panamanian people. 


Interior Ministry Lifts Luanda Curfew 


MB2312134589 Luanda Domestic Service 
in Portuguese 1200 GMT 23 Dec 89 


[Text] An Interior Ministry communique issued in 
Luanda yesterday says the current curfew in Luanda city 
will be lifted from 0000 [2300 GMT] today to 0000 on 1 
January 1990. 


The people’s police will not spare any efforts and has 
warned of severe measures for all those who [words 
indistinct] wishing to disrupt public order and calm. 


UNITA Reportedly Routs FAPLA Forces 


MB2212083389 (Clandestine) Voice of Resistance 
of the Black Cockerel in Portuguese to Southern 
and Cexwal Africa 0510 GMT 22 Dec 89 


[Texi! A FAPLA [People’s Forces for the Liberation of 
Angola] company coming from Macocola, Uige Prov- 
ince, infiltrated inside our lines early this month in order 
to steal goods and kidnap people in Quilele. According to 
our correspondent in Luanda, our forces intercepted and 
quickly routed the attackers, forcing them to retreat. 
Fleeing in disarray, the enemy left behind four dead, two 
AK-47 rifles, and thousands of rounds of ammunition. 


Our correspondent also reports that the unpopular 
Luanda regime authorities have ordered the mining of 
the outskirts of Sanza Pombo and Macocola in Uige. 
Many innocent civilians have been killed as a result of 
the planting of mines on the ouskirts of residential areas 
and on paths leading to farms. Civilians, like Paulo 
Antonio and Pedro Bomba, were killed instantly after 
detonating mines planted by FAPLA at Quindendeni 
and Vila Nova. 


Routs MPLA Soldiers 19 Dec 


MB2612100989 (Clandestine) Voice of Resistance 
of the Black Cockerel in Portuguese to Southern 
and Central Africa 0510 GMT 26 Dec 89 


[Text] Troops of the 64th and 3d Brigades, along the 
Quiluange line, mounted operations inside our lines, 
kidnapping a number of civilians and looting their goods 
as part of the MPLA-PT [Popular Movement for the 
Liberation of Angola-Labor Party] military offensive 
against our liberated areas to prolong the war in our 
country. 


Our Lunda correspondent reports our forces quickly 
responded to these attacks. 


An enemy group, made up of forces from 3d and 34th 
[number as heard] Brigades, on 19 December was routed 
and forced to retreat, leaving behind six of their dead 
comrades. Our forces also captured a quantity of war 
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materiel, including assorted weapons and shells, and 
FAPLA [People’s Armed Forces for the Liberation of 
Angola] soldier Julio Abrao Antonio. Our correspondent 
also reveals that all civilians who had been kidnapped in 
Catete, Cahanga, and (?Chacambuazi) villages were 
freed from the enemy’s murderous claws. 


Soviet-Made Tanks Destroyed 


MB2612070789 (Clandestine) KUP in English 
to Southern and Central Africa 0600 GMT 
26 Dec 89 


[Text] [No dateline as received] Several Soviet-made 
tanks taking part in the current Soviet and Cuban- 
backed MPLA [Popular Movement for the Liberation of 
Angola] military offensive against UNITA [National 
Union for the Total Independence of Angola] in south- 
eastern Angola have been destroyed. 


Disclosing this 2t a rally in Jamba to mark the 23rd 
anniversary of at: important UNITA attack against the 
then Portuguese garrison town of Teixeira de Sousa, now 
Luena, the UNITA vice-president, Jeremias Chitunda, 
said that tanks were destroyed by UNITA force in initial 
fighting in the Cuito Cuanavale area. 


He added that Soviet cargo ships are unloading daily large 
consignments of weapons at the port of Luanda to support 
the current MPLA military offensive against UNITA. 


Criticising the Soviet attitude, the UNITA vice-president 
said that it is ironic that while Moscow appears to be in 
favor of the current changes towards democracy in East 
Europe, it is, at the same time, actively promoting the 
continuation of the 14-year old civil war in Angola. 


Mr Chitunda added that despite the MPLA regime’s 
intransigence On continuing the war, UNITA is strongly 
convinced that the present internal and external changes 
are irreversibly in its favor. 


Madagascar 


National Assembly Head Reports on Economy 


EA2312084189 Antananarivo Domestic Service 
in Malagasy 1830 GMT 21 Dec 89 


[Text] The second ordinary session of the National People’s 
Assembly ended this afternoon at the Tsimbazaza Palace. 
The closing speech, made by the head of the National 
People’s Assembly, centered mainly on economic is: He 
said that in 1989 national wealth had increased 

various problems, such as the fall in the world mar! 

price. The FRG and France had written off Malagasy debts 
worth 960 billion Malagasy francs. The 1989 rice produc- 
tion had increased by |! percent. Our 1989 rice imports 
decreased and were 73,000 tonnes. 


Up to last October, 53 foreign companies had announced 
their plans to invest a total of 47 billion Malagasy francs 
in Madagascar. There is no [words indistinct] tax and 
since last January, retired personnel are tax-free. 
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The tax charged enterprises dealing with tourism has been 
reduced by 35 percent. Monthly salaries worth 250,000 [as 
heard] Malagasy francs are no longer taxed as the economy 
and national wealth are (?better), said the head of the 
National People’s Assembly. The state will be able to recruit 
1,000 employees next year. He gave explanations on the 
Fasaj [social program accompanying the structural adjust- 
ment program], on the amendments and bills examined at 
the Tsimbazaza Palace. 


Assembly Passes New Investment Code 


EA2312083389 Antananarivo Domestic Service 
in Malagasy 1600 GMT 20 Dec 89 


[Excerpts] At the Tsimbazaza Palace this morning the 
General Assembly passed the bill on the creation of 
industrial free zones in Madagascar. 


All the members of parliament [MP] of The Vanguard of 
the Malagasy Revolution approved this bill on free 
zones. MP’s from the National Movement for the Inde- 
pendence of Madagascar rejected it. The People’s Move- 
ment for National Unity [Vonjy/VITM] MP’s approved 
the bill. The Congress Party for Malagasy Independence/ 
Democratic Committee To Support the Malagasy 
Socialist Revolution [AKFM/KDRSM] MP’s did not 
express their views. AKFM/Fanavaozana [AKFM/ 
Renewal] MP’s did not express their views. The Mili- 
tants for the Establishment of a Prolerian Regime/ 
Militants for the Realization of the Revolution MP’s 
approved. [passage omitted] 


Apart from the establishment of free zones in our 
country, the MP’s also examined, among other topics, 
the issue of the new code of investments. The present 
code of investments fords indistinct] a few years ago. 
The result so far has not met expectations, and has led to 
the drafting of new measures on investments in our 
country. [passage omitted] 


This afternoon, the General Commission held a meeting 
and examined bill No 8 on some amendments to be 
brought to several articles of the 31 December 1975 
Constitution of the Democratic Republic of Madagascar. 
The General Assembly will examine the bill from 1000 
tomorrow. The National People’s Assembly meeting will 
end tomorrow afternoon. 


Mauritius 


*Duval Request To Halt Inquiry Denied 


90EFO109A Port Louis LE MAURICIEN 
in French and English 28 Nov 89 pp 1, 4 


[Passages in boldface published in English] 


[Text] This morning, the Supreme Court, made up of 
Justices Rajsoomer Lallah and Arianga Pillay, rejected 
the request by Sir Gaetan Duval, who had requested the 
right to appeal to the Queen’s Privy Council, to halt the 
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preliminary inquiry going on at the Flacq court with 
regard to the Azor Adelaide affair. 


The Supreme Court used the following words to reject 
the request: 


“We set aside the application with costs.” 


Judges Rajsoomer Lallah and Avianga Pillay wrote as 
follows in their briefs: 


“It is true that Section 81 (1) of the Constitution provides 
for a right of appeal to the Privy Council from final 
decision of the Supreme Court in proceedings under 
Section 17 of the Constitution. It seems to us, however, 
that the mere fact that an action is sought to be brought 
under Section 12 of the Constitution does not necessarily 
convert it into an action that is properly brought under 
that section. That action must related to a right which is 
manifestly protected under any one of Sections 3 to 16 of 
the Constitution so that it is open to question whether the 
applicant could at all invoke Section 81 (1) (C) of the 
Constitution to ground his application irrespective of the 
question of finality of the decision of the Supreme Court 
with regard to a violation of the purported right invoked by 
the applicant. 


“In any case, it is clear that in a preliminary enquiry no 
plea is taken and that the enquiry is not a trial but is 
merely a step in a process which may or may not 
culminate in a trial (vice Etwaroo V. the Queen 1988 
S.C. J 32 in relation to the point from which a hearing 
under Section 10 (1) of the Constitution, starts and 
Nelliah v. the Queen 1985 M.R. 84 at pages 92 and 93 
which situates the preliminary enquiry as part of a 
process. [as published] 


“There are instances where this Court has declined to 
grant leave to appeal to the Privy Council when the 
decision of the Supreme Court concerned a particular 
step or stage in a process which had not reached the point 
of finality.” 


Consequently, Sir Gaetan Duval cannot seek recourse to 

the Queen’s Privy Council to invalidate the Supreme 

Court’s decision. We must note that the Supreme Court 

~ rejected a complaint with costs from Sir Gaetan 
uval. 


We should also note that Sir Gaetan Duval, who is on the 
dock, had issued a “p!aint with summons” to the 
Supreme Court calling for an order to discontinue this 
preliminary inquiry. 


*Nigel Soobiah Pleads Guilty as Charged 


9OEF0109B Saint Denis LE JOURNAL DE L’ILE 
DE LA REUNION in French 3 Nov 89 p 38 


[Text] The trial of Nigel Soobiah, son of the former Mauri- 
tian ambassador to London, accused of drug trafficking, has 
begun in New York. The verdict should be known in a 
month’s time. Nigel Soobiah could get life in prison. 


FBIS-AFR-89-246 
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Appearing before the judges of the New York Southern 
District Court, Nigel Soobiah pleaded guilty. 


This turnabout places Mr Soo Soobiah, the defendant's 
father, in a difficult position. Indeed, it is known that the 
former Mauritian high commissioner to London had 
been charged with laundering money coming from his 
son’s drug trafficking by opening several bank accounts 
in England, the United States, Switzerland, and Frank- 
fort. The trial of Soo Soobiah and his wife Muriel is 
scheduled to begin at the end of ihe year. 


Nigel Soobiah had been implicated in international drug 
trafficking in liaison with a big New York mafia group, 
the Gambine Connection. 


On the day of his arrest by the FBI | 1 months ago he was 
carrying 900 grams of pure heroin. 


His father was also charged with having allowed all 
facilities offered by the Mauritian chancellery in 
London, namely: vehicles, telephones, diplomatic 
immunity, etc. 


*New CPU Neighborhood Watch Program Detailed 


90EF0109D Port Louis WEEK-END 
in French 12 Nov 89 p 10 


[Text] With economic development the country is 
evolving, together with criminals, we must add. Also, a 
“new look” criminal and a “new look”’ police. Thus, the 
Crime Prevention Unit (CPU) was created last Sep- 
tember. This special police force unit, unlike other police 
services, has crime prevention as its goal. Within the 
context of its field mission, the CPU has just set up 
“Neighborhood Watch Committees” in two high-risk 
areas, namely Roches-Brunes and Sodnac, whose pur- 
pose is to teach people how to peacefully defend them- 
selves against crime. 


Started up last September after a seminar on crime 
prevention methods, the , olice force CPU comes under 
the direct jurisdiction of the police headquarters. Made 
up of 15 members, mostly former members of the 
Criminal Investigation Deportment (CID), the CPU is 
headed by Police Inspector Gyan Unmar. 


According to the CPU chief, the establishment of this 
unit became necessary following this period of economic 
prosperity. For Police Inspector Unmar, the CID and 
regular police could no longer be counted on to fight 
crime, given the fact that, according to police statistics, 
80 percent of various robberies committed daily are the 
work of small-time casual thieves that could, therefore, 
be avoided through certain basic precautions. 


The CPU, therefore, is a preventive-type police whose 
objective is to instill basic security notions among the 
people, particularly high-risk groups. 
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Within the context of its mission the CPU calls on the 
people living in high-risk areas to provide themselves 
with necessary equipment so as to avoid any disagree- 
able surprises. 


Proceeding in a scientific manner the CPU has drawn up 
a list of six high-risk areas: Sodnac, Roches-Brunes, 
Coromandel, Baie-du-Tombeau, Grand-Baie, and Blue- 
Bay. This list was drawn up on the basis of frequency of 
crimes reported in these areas over the past few years. 


A pilot project has begun in two of these areas, namely 
Roches-Brunes and Sodnac. Watch committees have 
been set up there, composed of local residents, whose 
objective is to have the people actively take part in the 
fight against crime. Inspector Unmar emphasized, “We 
do not envisage the establishment of parallel police 
forces but we are merely seeking collabora.ion with the 
public in the fight against crime.” 


In fact, watch committees set up by the CPU aim at 
helping people defend themselves “peacefully,” even just 
protecting themselves against any possible crimes. 
Through meetings, stimulated by the presence of CPU 
members, residents of these high-risk areas are invited to 
collaborate with police authorities by systematically 
informing them about any suspicious activities. 


Moreover, basic security advice is given to the people 
and those that have the means are invited to provide 
themselves with gadgets capable of protecting them 
against various crimes, such as robbery by breaking and 
entering, theft of car tires, theft of vehicles, etc. 


Inspector Unmar told WEEK-END, “We are altogether 
satisfied with the response of the people to our appeal.” 
About a dozen meetings have been organized up to now 
with 3,500 to 4,000 people being involved. After Sodnac 
and Roches-Brunes the CPU intends tackling Coro- 
mandel and Baie-du- Tombeau where watch committees 
will also be set up. 


Together with this field work, the CPU will launch a 
national crime prevention drive. Thirty-second video 
clips dealing with security advice are currently in the 
process cf being made with the assistance of the Mauri- 
tius College of the Air (MCA) and the Quality of Life 
division of the Ministry of Finance. The CPU has also 
approached the MaBC [Mauritius Broadcasting Corpo- 
ration] to obtain rights for 15 minutes on television and 
2 hours on the radio for educational broadcasts and 
telecasts. Brochures are also being prepared. 


According to Inspector Unmar, since the beginning of 
the CPU drive in Roches-Brunes and Sodnac some 
improvement in the situation has been observed. 
According to him, this is proof of the correctness of this 
police initiative that is constantly being innovated under 
the direction of the p-esent police commissioner, namely 
Bhimsen Kowlessur. 
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Roches-Brunes Mave 4wwre of the Situation 


In the face of the rise in the number of thefts and other 
criminal acts committed recently in certain specific 
regions of Mauritius, the CPU (Vacoas telephone 
number 867706) continues organizing information 
meetings in high-risk areas in order to make the residents 
aware of the situation and to give them all kinds of 
advice that would be useful in helping them to better 
protec!) themselves. Nevertheless, such meetings are 
often shunned by local inhavitants who do not see the 
use of such initiatives aad who do not hesitate saying 
that the police are not doing their job properly. 


Witness the meeting held recently in Roches-Brunes 
which, despite a conscientious door-to-door solicitation, 
“ttracted only some 30 persons. Nevertheless, many 
forms of advice concerning precautions to be taken, 
practices to be put into effect, and traps to be avoided 
were discussed at this meeting. Advice presented in some 
pamphlets, which, far from being excellent from a format 
standpoint, still are very good in content, underscored 
many details that are overlooked by the »~neral public, 
the aged, single women, students, children, and so on. 


During this meeting stress was placed on collective 
responsibility, on surveillance of neighborhoods by res- 
idents themselves, not to mention cooperation and 
understanding that must exist among neighbors regard- 
less of who they are. While part of this community 
meeting was devoted to a discussion of various types of 
alarm systems mention was also made of fraud by way of 
the issuance of bad checks. 


People learncd that the law condemns not only those 
who issue bad checks but also those who, wittingly, 
receive and accept such checks. It is, moreover, for that 
reason that one should never accept a postdated check (a 
check with a future date) because one thus tacitly accepts 
the fact that there are no sufficient funds at the time 
when it is cashed. 


To make an overall resuyne, this was a meeting that 
brought out many questions thst CPU members tried 
their best to answer. Onc again we must say that those 
absent were wrong. 


*Police Force Pilot Training School Established 


QOEFGi09C Port Louis LE MAURICIEN 
in French 23 Oct 89 p 7 


[Article by H. Chundunsing: “Operational Training 
School Soon in Plaisance™] 


[Text] The police force will soon have its own pilot 
training school. This school will be built in Plaisance and 
will be operational in the beginning of next year. 


As announced by LE MAURICIEN, six helicopter pilot 
candidates will be recruited shortly from among police 
officer force personnel. Selection procedures have 
already been put in place and 25 candidates have been 
shortlisted [previous word in English]. Their training 
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will be ensured by an instructor team cf the Indian Air 
Force headed by Wing Commander Gill. 


It should be mentioned that after the setting up of the 
Comaren Command, the police helicopter unit had only 
one single pilot at its disposal, namely Mr Manohur, for 
a squadron made up of two Chetak and two Alouette 
craft. Consequently, the decision was made by the 
authorities to recruit six other pilots. 


Moreover, the police quartermaster unit is still waiting 
for an answer from the prime minister's office to his 
request for the purchase of a big helicopter with greater 
flying range. 


Mozambique 


Renamo Announces 3-day Christmas Truce 


MB2312153289 Johannesburg International Service 
in English 1500 GMT 23 Dec 89 


[Text] The Renamo [Mozambique National Resistance] 
has announced a 3-day Christmas truce in their fight 
against the Mozambican Government, following the 


practice of previous years. 
Zimbabwe 


Further Reportage on ZANU-PF Congress 


Delays Over Membership Talks 


MB2212154089 Johannesburg SAPA 1 English 
1520 GMT 22 Dec 89 


[Text] Harare, Dec 22, SAPA—Proceedings were 
delayed on Friday at the congress of the united ZANU 
(PF) [Zimbe‘we African National Union (Patriotic 
Front)] in Harare, as consultations continue over mem- 
bership of the party’s Central Committee, ZIANA, Zim- 


babwe’s news agency reports. 


The congress praesidium, headed by the party's presi- 
dent and first secretary, Mr Robert Mugabe, assisted by 
the vice-president Mr Simon Muzenda, a senior minister 
Mr Joshua Nkomo and congress chairman Mr Joseph 
Msika, had private discussions with the leadership of the 
party’s 10 provinces on Friday. 


Sources said the main point of contention was members 
of the provincial leadership having to relinquish their 
provincial posts on election to the Central Committee. 


It is reliably understood a number of provincial 
chairmen were unhappy with this provision and some 
have indicated they would rather retain their provincial 
posts than join the 160-member Central Committee and 
have to give them up. 
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Some sources, however, said these elected provincial 
officials faced a dilemma, as their rank and file sup- 
porters expected them to represent their interests as 
members of the Central Committee. 


So far, all provinces except Midlands, Matabeleland 
South and Bulawayo have met and conferred with the 
praesid: um. 


When the consultations are over, the congress is 
expected to go into closed session, when the old Central 
Committee will be dissolved and the names of the 
members of the new one announced. 


Mugabe Addresses Central Committee 


MB231205 1689 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
2104 GMT 22 Dec 89 


[Text] Harare Dec 22 SAPA—President Robert Mugabe on 
Friday [22 December] vowed that the events which took 
place in Zimbabwe between 1982 and 1987, when there 
were armed dissidents roaming parts of the country, due to 
enmity between the old ZANU (PF) [Zimbabwe African 
National Union-Patriotic Front] and PF-ZAPU [Zimbabwe 
African People’s Union-Patriotic Front], would never be 
allowed to happen again. 


The national news agency ZIANA. reports that he was 
speaking before dissolving the old ZANU (PF) Central 
committee. 


Mr Mugabe said events which took place in Zimbabwe 
before the country’s two main political parties signed the 
December 22 unity accord in 1987 must never be repeated. 
“To say that our children, our own biood, are dissidents, 
whom we should hunt down and kill, and the suffering 
which innocent civilians had to undergo must never 
occur again,” [as received] Pres Mugabe said, to deaf- 
ening applause from the packed auditorium. 


He described the events which had led to the split within 
ZAPU and the resultant formation of ZANU (PF) and 
said this was largely due to the fact that in the early days 
the party did not know how to successfully prosecute an 
armed struggle. This had led to disagreement and recrim- 
ination within the leadership, with everybody blaming 
everybody else. 


“The party (ZAPU) was one but the methods of prose- 
cuting the struggle presented problems. We blamed the 
leadership but the truth is that we had never really been 
able to analyse our situation.” 


Central Committees Dissolved 


MB2312052489 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
2101 GMT 22 Dec 89 


[Text] Harare Dec 22 SAPA—ZANU (PF) [Zimbabwe 
African National Union-Patriotic Front] and PF-ZAPU 
[Zimbabwe African People’s Union-Patriotic Front] 
Central Committees were dissolved on Friday [22 
December] in preparation for the election of the Central 
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Committee of the new ZANU (PF), incorporating the 
old ZANU (PF) and PF-ZAPU, ZIANA reports. 


President Robert Mugabe and Senior Minister Joshua 
Nkomo dissolved the two parties in ineir capacities as 


presidents of the two former parties. 


The unity sealed on Friday comes exactly two years after 
the two men signed the unity agreement on December 
22, 1987 and ratified special congresses of the two 
parties last year. 


In their speeches dissolving the former Central Commit- 
tees, they related the historical development of Zimba- 
bwe’s political movements, emphasising that their his- 
tory reflected a common destiny, despite the divisions 
that had sometimes separated the two parties. 


The unity exercise was described as “a difficult task” and 
the dissolution of the committees as “not a dissolution 
but a beginning”. 

President Mugabe said he was not using a prepared 
speech to dismiss his former Central Committee, 


because he wanted to give an “emotional and passion- 
ate” speech that came from the heart. 


On the common principles of the two parties, President 
Mugabe said: “It became one road we were walking 
together.” 


Friday December 22, is an historical day for Zimbabwe. 
The independence of Zimbabwe came about through the 
Lancaster House agreement signed on December 22, 
1979, and the unity accord, which ended the armed 
dissident menace in part of the country, was signed on 
December 22, 1987. 


Once again on December 22, 1989 history has been 
made with the final realisation of the unity accord signed 


two years ago. 


The unity accord is expected to pave the way for the 
establishment of a one party-state in Zimbabwe based on 
Marxist-Leninist principles. 

The congress has mandated the party to follow a pro- 


gramme of action which largely provides for the social 
well-being of the people. 


New Central Committee Announced 


MB2312061189 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
2334 GMT 22 Dec 89 


[Text] Harare Dec 22 SAPA—Here is the list of the new 
united ZANU (PF) [Zimbabwe African National Union- 
Patriotic Front] Central Committee members announced by 
President Mugabe on Friday [22 December] night, from 
ZIANA, Zimbabwe's news agency. 


Harare Province: H.S.M. Ushewokunze, Rodrick Nyan- 
doro, B. Chidzero, W. Mangwende, E.C.M. Mangwende, F. 
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Mashonaland East Province: Sydney — Abraham 


Ndlovu, Kotsho Dube, Stephen Nkomo, Rev. Masiyane, 
Sikwili K. Moyo, Vote Moyo, Simon K. Moyo, Mark Dube. 


Bulawayo Province: Dumiso Dabengwa, Sydney Malunga, 
Amos Ngwenya, Akim Ndlovu, Swazini T. “ ilovu, Lot 
Senda, Edison Ncube, Norman Mabhena, Hebson Nyas- 
hanu. 


Manicaland Province: D.N.E. Mutasa, M.E. Mahachi, P.A. 
Chinamasa, K.M. Kangai, K.V. Manyonda, V.F. Chitepo, 
D. Zihuu, M.D.P. Malianga, L.G.C. Nzarayebani, S.M. 
Sithole, H. Moyana, L.D. Mudehwe, M. Makuwarara, S. 
Chinamasa, S. Sakuphwanya, L. Chihana, O.C. Muchinguri. 


Masvingo Province: E.J.M. Zvobgo, Josiah Tungamirai, 
Nolan Makombe, Simbi Mubako, Sheba Zvinavashe, 
Charles Dauramanzi, George Mudukuti, Mayor Urombo, 
Titus Malukeke, Nelson Mawema, Ketina Mudambiru, 

Zephania Matchaba-Hove, Gabriel Machinga, Jemittas 
Matende, Jethro Davramanzi, O. Munyaradzi. 


Matabeleland North Province: W.H. Mabhena, J.L. 
Nkomo, M.M. Bhebe, S.K Sibanda, D. Mukombwe, P. 
Mahlabvana, E. Mdlongwa. A. Chiasa, Obert Mpofu. 


Mas vnaland Central Province: Joyce Mujuru, Chen 
Chimutengwende, George Kutamhire Musanhu, S. 
Ziyemba Z. Chitsakani [as received], V. Jingura and 
Joseph Kaparadza. 


The presidency, in accordance with the party constitu- 
tion appointed eight [figure as received] other Central 
Committee members. These included Nevison Nyas- 
hanu, Don Muvuti, Ruth Chinamano, Mai Murape, Fay 
Chung, Mai Choto and Dvikamayi Mavhaire. 


The president announced that aii inembrs of the Central 
Committee and former Central Committee members of 


22 SOUTHERN AFRICA 


both the now dis.olved PF-ZAPU [Zimbabwe African Peo- 
ple’s 'smion-Patriotic Front] acd the old ZANU (PF) had 
been : ppointed to the National Consi:"tative Assembly. 


Accused ‘Criminal’ Elect -d 


MB2312053289 Johannesburg SAPA ir. English 
2134 GMT 22 Dec 89 


[Text] Harare Dec 22 SAPA—F ormer Deputy Minister 
of Youth Sport and Culture }f{r Charles Ndlovu was 
elected on Friday [22 Decembe'], in Harare, to the new 
ZANU (PF) [Zimbabwe African National Union- 
Patriotic Front] Central Comniittee amid boos from 
delegates attending the inaugur.t! congress of the new 
united ZANU (PF), ZIANA repc rts. 


When President Mugabe announced the Central Com- 
mittee members from Mashonaland West, there were 
boos when he announced Mr Ndlovu’s name. Mr 
Ndlovu has been convicted in two separate criminal 
trials of fraud and assault cases but has appealed against 
conviction in both cases. 


“As you know, Charles Ndlovu is still facing a criminal 
charge and, if he loses the court case, he will loose his post 
in the Central Committee but he would retain his post 
should he win the case,” Mr Mugabe iold the delegates. 


The president also announced the names of the other 124 
members of the new Central Committee nominated by 
the party's 10 provinces. When fully constituted, the 
Central Committee will have 160 members. 


The 160 members are made up o: the president, the two 
vice-presidents, the national chairman, 12 members 
_ nominated by the women’s league, 10 members nomi- 

nated by the youth league, eight members nominated by 
the presidency on account of their outstanding contribu- 
tion to either the armed liberation struggle or develop- 
ment of the country after independence and two mem- 
bers representing the War Veterans Association. 
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‘No Surprises’ in Election 
MB24 12083889 Johannesburg SUNDAY TIMES 
in English 24 Dec 89 p 2 


[By Peta Thorncroft] 


[Text] Zimbabwe United Party corgress this week ruled 
out any dramatic political changes. 


T:. rhetoric on socialism and a wavering desire for a 
one-party state were there as usual, but the commitment 
to both is worded less stridently than in previous polit- 
ical documents. 


ZAPU [Zimbabwe African People’s Union], which first 
nurtured the flame of liberation under the leadership of 
veteran nationalist Dr Joshua Nkomo, is no more. 


It was bruised, then crushed, after independence by the 
ruling ZANU-PF [Zimbabwe African National Union- 
Patriotic Front] party. But with extraordinary states- 
manship, ZAPU facilitated merger with ZANU-PF in 
1987, a move which brought peace to Zimbabwe. 


The congress sealed the unity and Dr Nkomo is one of 
two vice-presidents of the merged party. 


Political leaders who are known to own substantial property 
and businesses have been re-elected to the polithuro, indi- 
Cating recognition that President Mugabe is prepared to 
continue to live with a ruling elite who mouth socialist 
principles but are in fact earnest capitalist. 


The five-year-old puritanical leadership code, which 
rules out ownership of property or businesses by political 
leaders, as virtually ignored. It was adopted at ZANU- 
PF’s last congress in 1984 but never implemented. 


It seems to have been dumped on the scrap heap like so 
many of Zimbabwe's early post-independent political aims. 


Many delegates admitted that democracy within the United 
Party as demonstrated at the congress was badly flawed. 
Many of the approximately 5,000 at the congress are rural 
peasants and had no chance to scrutinise the merged party's 
draft constitutions. Its final adoption was, according to 
political observers, a rubber stamp exercise. 


Political analysts said the congress produced no surprises 
and there was no departure from the day-to-day realities 
of Zimbabwe, which runs an over-regulated and often 
inefficient free-market economy. 
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Burkina Faso 


Coup Attempt Reportedly Uncovered in 
Ouagadougou 


Soldiers Arrested 23 Dec 


AB2312123989 Paris AFP in French 1157 GMT 
23 Dec 89 


[Text] Abidjan, 23 Dec (AFP)—Several persons, 
including soldiers, were arrested this week in Ouaga- 
dougou, it was learned from reliable sources in the 
Burkinabe capital. Burkinabe officials questioned by 
AFP in Abidjan refused to confirm or deny this infor- 
mation. 


There has been no accurate information on the number 
of persons arrested and the reasons for these arrests. The 
situation is perfectly calm in Ouagadougou, explained 
various sources questioned by AFP. 


Two of the historic leaders of the Burkinabe revolu- 
tion—Commander Jean-Baptist Lingani, 43, and Cap- 
tain Henri Zongo, 42, accused of having fomented a 
coup d’etat against President Blaise Compaore, were 
arrested and executed on 18 September. Two other 
soldiers were also arrested in connection with this affair. 


The Burkinabe head of state had granted an amnesty and 
set free all political detainees still in the country’s prisons 
on the eve of the 16th anniversary of the Burkinabe 
revolution, which was celebrated on 4 August. According 
to the Burkinabe Human Rights Movement, 20 political 
detainees benefited from this measure of clemency. 


7 Said Executed; Security Tightened 


AB2512105989 Paris AFP in French 0958 GMT 
25 Dec 89 


[Text] Ouagadougou, 25 Dec (AFP)}—Seven persons 
were allegedly executed last night and aboui 30 others, 
mostly soldiers, were arrested over the weekend and are 
currently being held in Ouagadougou, it was learned 
today from well-informed sources in the Burkinabe 
capital. The Burkinabe officials questioned by AFP 
refused to confirm or deny this information. The Burk- 
inabe Security Service is currently headed by Captain 
Gilbert Diendere, President Blaise Compaore’s right- 
hand man since the 15 October 1987 coup. (According to 
Burkinabe opposition circles in France, two soldiers— 
Pierre Kouka Ouedraogo and Passate Ouedraogo—are 
among those executed). 


These executions, if confirmed, come a few weeks before 
the Pope’s visit to Burkina Faso. His holiness the pope is 
expected in Ouagadougou 29-30 January. 


The situation was calm yesterday in Ouagadougou, 
according to observers who, however, cited a reinforce- 
ment of security guards and control measures around the 
Presidential Palace. 
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A traveller who arrived from Niamey (Niger) also said 
that the border had been closed during the night, from 
0000 hours to 0500 hours GMT. According to some 
reports, the Burkinabe authorities might have feared the 
possibility of a destabilization attempt against the 
regime of President Blaise Compaore. Those arrested 
were said to have been accused of having made contacts 
with Captain Boukari Kabore, the “Lion of Bulkiemde”’, 
an opponent of Captain Blaise Compaore, who took 
refuge in Ghana after the coup d’etat of 15 October 1987. 


Capt Kabore, who was the former commander of the 3d 
Military Region headquartered at Koudougou (100 km 
west of Ouagadougou), had opposed the perpetrators of 
the coup d’etat. His rebellion was forcibly suppressed 
and, according to certain well-informed sources, some 30 
soldiers were killed during the fighting. 


Two of ine historic leaders of the Burkinabe Revolution, 
Major Jean-Baptiste Lengani, aged 43, and Captain 
Henri Zongo, aged 42, were later accused of preparing a 
coup d’etat and were executed on 18 September this 
year. Two other soldiers were arrested in connection 
with the investigation into this destablization attempt. 


Seven Burkinabe soldiers were executed on 29 December 
1988. The soldiers, who were implicated in an attack that 
led to the killing of an officer in Bobo Dioulasso, were 
judged and condemned to death by a Revolutionary 
Military Tribunal. 


Envoy in Paris Denies Executions 


AB2512131189 Paris AFP in French 1235 GMT 
25 Dec 89 


[Text] Paris, 25 Dec (AFP)}—Burkina Faso’s ambassador 
to Paris, Serge Theophile Balima, categorically denied 
today the execution of seven persons in Ouagadougou on 
Christmas eve. “It is absolutely false and baseless,” the 
ambassador told AFP, denouncing the act of “deception 
and disinformation by so-called opponents of the 
ongoing process.” 


However, Mr Balima, who stressed that he was in 
contact with the Burkinabe capital, confirmed that 
“‘some elements were arrested,” without giving the exact 
number. “They are terrorists who were planning to carry 
out their plots during the end of year festivities. They 
were handed over to justice authorities who are investi- 
gating. The persons involved will be given a fair trial by 
a regular tribunal,” he said. 


According to well-informed sources in Ouagadougou, 
seven persons were allegedly executed last night and 
about 30 others, mostly soldiers, were arrested over the 
weekend. 


[Paris AFP in English at 1309 GMT on 25 December, in 
a Ouagadougou datelined item on the reported execu- 
tions, adds the following: “Those detained included 
former ambassador to Libya Mousbila Sankara and 
Paratroop Commander Tibo Ouedraogo. The latter took 
part in the 1987 slaying of President Thomas Sankara. 
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[word indistinct] sources said the arrests had all been 
made by Capt. Compaore’s personal guard, and for that 
reason they feared summary executions.”] 


Press Called to ‘Urgent’ Meeting 


AB2512135289 Ouagadougou Domestic Service 
in French 1323 GMT 25 Dec 89 


[““Urgent” communique] 


[Text] All directors of national press organs are called to a 
meeting at the Broadcasting House today, Monday, 25 
December 1989, at 1500 GMT. Correspondents of the 
international press, including the French news agency, AFP, 
the BBC, REUTER, and the INTERNATIONAL TELEVI- 
SION BROADCASTING AGENCY are also called. 


Purpose of the meeting: To communicate an important 
piece of information. 


Authoritic; Make Announcement 


AB2512180189 Paris AFP in French 1744 GMT 
25 Dec 89 


[Text] Ouagadougou, 25 Dec (AFPP)—The Burkinabe 
authorities today officially announced that they have 
uncovered a coup plot against President Blaise Com- 
paore’s regime but denied reports of any executions early 
this morning. Several people, including “foreign merce- 
naries” were involved in this coup attempt and have 
been arrested, Justice Minister Antoine Koni Sambo 
disclosed during a news conference in Ouagadougou this 
evening. On the other hand, Mr Sambo denied reports of 
any executions. He said that investigations were con- 
tinuing and the people arrested will soon be tried. He 
refused, however, to give further details, notably on the 
number and identity of the people arrested in the case. 


2 Suspects Interviewed 


AB2512221589 Ouagaodugou Domestic Service 
in French 1900 GMT 25 Dec 89 


[Text] Comrade Antoine Komy Sambo, the keeper of the 
seals and minister of justice, this afternoon met with direc- 
tors of the national press organizations and foreign press 
correspondents in Burkina Faso. The justice minister had 
with him Captain Gilbert Diendere, the secretary for 
defense and security of the Executive Committee of the 
Popular Front. During the meeting Comrade Antoine Komy 
Sambo gave the press some information concerning the 
domestic situation. This concerns an attempted destabiliza- 
tion of Burkina Faso staged by national and foreign ele- 
ments. Let us hear the justice minister. 


[Begin Sambo recording] I have convened this meeting 
this afternoon to give you precise information about the 
domestic situation. You are aware that last week, the 
security forces embarked on the arrest of a number of 
comrades. These comrades intended, it must be said, 
unequivocally to destablize our country. 
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Necessary measures were taken and this made it possible 
to contain the situation. And I must say that, contrary to 
what ceriain international media have alrady announced 
on the air, none of those arrested have been executed. At 
the level of justice, investigations have started and, after 
these investigations are completed, a trial will be held in 
the correct and proper way. I am going to show you the 
arrested non-Burkinabe elements and I am going to ask 
them why they are in Burkina Faso. This will enable us to 
understand better and their revelations will allow us to 
better clarify this situation. As i said earlier, | want to 
stress the fact that since the arrests were made, no one 
has been executed and I think that we will have a trial in 
the right and proper form. [end recording] 


The national and interi.ational correspondents were, there- 
fore, able to record the confessions of two foreign elements 
implicated in this attempt. They recount how they were 
recruited, by who, and for what purpose. Joseph Mock Sack 
and Mohamed Salam are both Cameroonians. 


[Begin recording] [Salam] My name is Mohamed Salam. 
I am a Cameroonian. I come from Douala. We are in 
Burkina Faso today. We were not meant to be here. In 
fact, on 7 December a Ghanaian lieutenant, named Kofe 
Kweku, came to Cameroon and told us that we should go 
and help him in Ghana. He said: This is because we are 
tired of the weak currency. We want the CFA currency to 
be used among all countries, especially because we lie 
between two Francophone countries. But then in Ghana 
today prices are high and we don’t earn money. 


If we are suffering in our country today, it is because of 
Ghanaians, since in most of our country’s problems 
around 35 to 40 Ghanaians are usually involved and 
arrested. So when he told us this we were happy, because 
Ghana has dis’ urbed us too much. Well, we got into the 
canoes. On our arrival in Nigeria, he brought many 
Ghanaian passports. He then gave us Ghanaian pass- 
ports and said this was to travel to Ghana. We went there 
by road through Benin and Lome. 


We arrived in Ghana on 12 December and spent the 
night there. During the evening of 13 December, he sent 
us to a place called Ceasar’s, a place where the big 
personalities go to drink and hold meetings. He sent us 
there at around 1700. We did not even spend 30 minutes 
when we saw a large, tall man with a heavy beard who 
came along with Kofi Kweku who had brought us there. 
Kofi Kweku then told us: I told you that I was bringing 
you to Ghana, well it is because, if I had told you that I 
was sending you to Burkina Faso, you would not have 
agreed to come. This is why I told you that it was Ghana. 
But this is the man who sent me to recruit you and bring 
you here. After that the man told us his name and said: 
Well you came on my behalf, but then we don’t know 
each other. Kweku will speak to you first. The tall man 
entered a taxi and left. 


Well, we also began to suspect something, because we did 
not come here for the Francophone countries. It is 
because Ghana is expensive today that our country is 
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expensive because for all the problems facing our 
country, 30 to 50 Ghanaians are involved and arrested. 
This is why we came here and helped the man. As soon 
as he said this we could not say on the spot, no we did not 
come for Burkina Faso. If we had said thai, we would 
have had problems in Ghana. As soon as he said this we 
said okay, we have come to help you, but give us | or 2 
weeks to rest. He said, agreed, you can rest for | week. 
We said fine. From there, we held a meeting between us. 
I told my friend that we should try to go back home, 
because this is an Anglophone country and if these 
people realize that we cannot accept what they proposed, 
they will hold us here and we will have problems. 


[Sack] My name is Joseph Mock Sack. I was born on 27 
April 1959. I confirm what Mr Mohamed Salam said. 


[Unidentified speaker] Concerning Burkina Faso, what 
did they tell you. What did they intend to do con- 
ceretely? 


[Sack] It was planned that a coup d’etat would be staged 
in Burkina Faso. 


[Speaker] Stage a coup d’etat in Burkina Faso? 
[Sack] Yes, sir. 
[Speaker] How many were they? 


[Sack] About 52. Our group, I mean, not those that we 
found there. 


[Speaker] You said that they man you found there was 
tall, bearded. What was his name? 


[Sack] He is called... they said that he is called Boukary. 
[Speaker] Boukary? 


[Sack] Yes. You see, he only told us 2 days ago that he 
was a Captain. 


[Speaker] He is one Boukary? 


[Sack] Yes. On arrival in Ghana, he sa‘d that the order 
has been changed. He said that it was not there in Ghana. 
Kofi Kweku said that it was not in Ghana, but that we 
were being sent to Burkina Faso. It is there that we... 


[Speaker] You were being sent to Burkina for the coup 
{words indistinct]? And when you arrived in Ghana? 


[Sack] Yes, he then said... 


[Speaker] How many people were there in Ghana? Was 
the captain alone or [word indistinct]? 


[Sack] There were many people, indeed, there were 
about 100 of them. 


[Speaker] How many? 
[Sack] One hundred. 
[Speaker] About 100? 
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[Sack] [Words indistinct] there were many people but... 
[Speaker] Of what nationality. Burkinabe? 

[Sack] There... and Ghanaians [words indistinct]. There 
was another who said that he was teaching at the 
university here. He has a fair complexion and is tall. 
[Speaker] He has a fair complexion? 

{Sack] Yes, he has a fair complexion and tall. [end 
recording] 


Opposition Leader Said Behind Attempt 


AB2512193389 Paris AFP in French 1845 GMT 


25 Dec 89 


[Text] Ouagadougou, 25 Dec (AFP)}—The Burkinabe 
authorities today officially announced that they have 
uncovered a coup attempt against President Blaise Com- 
paore’s regime, but denied reports of any executions 
early this morning. Several people, including “‘foreign 
mercenaries” are involved in this coup attempt and have 
been arrested, Justice Minister Antoine Komi Sambo 
disclosed during a news conference in Ouagadougou this 
evening. Mr Sambo even showed to the press two 
Cameroonian nationals, Joseph Mock Sack and 
Mohamed Salam, who acknowledged that they had been 
hired by a Burkinabe opposition leader living in exile in 
Ghana, Captain Boukari Kabore, to overthrow President 
Compaore’s regime. The two men said that they were 
recruited in Douala on 7 December by an officer of the 
Ghana Armed Forces, who they have identified as Lieu- 
tenant Kouecou Koffi. They said that they traveled by 
road to Nigeria and Ghana where they arrived on 12 
December and were introduced to Capt Boukari Kabore. 
According to them, Capt Kabore had under his com- 
mand 200 men, most of them foreigners. They added 
that 52 of the men were recruited in Cameroon like 
themselves. 


Capt Boukari Kabore, nicknamed the “Lion of Boulki- 
emde” rebelled after the 15 October 1987 coup d'etat. As 
the commanding officer of the 3d Military Region, he 
and his men took refuge in Koudougou, 100 km west of 
Ouagadougou. His rebellion was crushed by force. He 
fled and managed to escape to Ghana. 


The Burkinabe justice minister gave no further details on 
the foiled plot. He, notably, refused to give the number 
and identities of the people arrested in connection with 
the plot. On the other hand, he denied the reports that 
seven persons were executed early this morning. He said 
that investigations were continuing and the people 
arrested would soon be tried. Mr Sambo had with him 
Captain Gilbert Diendere, the head of defense and 
security and President Compaore’s righthand man, as 
well as Salif Diallo, the president’s permanent undersec- 
retary, and Gabriel Tamini, the press secretary of the 
Presidential Palace. 
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Ghana 


Paper Condemns U.S. ‘Invasion’ of Panama 


AB2212132389 Accra Domestic Service in English 
0700 GMT 22 Dec 89 


[From the press review] 


[Text] The GHANAIAN TIMES re-echoes the condem- 
nation of the American invasion of Panama by the 
Government of Ghana. The paper says that the U.S. 
Administration is terrorizing the world, intimidating 
independent governments, breaching international law, 
and breaking the ordinary norms of behavior among 
nations with impunity. The TIMES notes that countries 
in the Third World are looking at current developments 
with fear. Third World countries are weak and have no 
where to turn. It is, therefore, imperative for Third 
World countries to unite or perish. 


Mali 


Cooperation Agreement Signed With CPSU 19 Dec 
AB2012124989 Bamako Domestic Service in French 
1500 GMT 19 Dec 89 


[Text] An agreement on the program of cooperation 
between the CPSU and the Democratic Union of Malian 
People [UDPM] for 1990-1991 was signed this morning 
at the People’s Hall. The signing ceremony was jointly 
chaired by Sekou Minandiou Traore, external affairs 
secretary of the Central Executive Bureau [BEC] and 
Yevgeniy Zolotarev, regional party committee first sec- 
retary. Our correspondent Ama Bale has the details: 


[Begin Bale recording] The protocol covers all activities of 
interest to the UDPM and the CPSU and will last 2 years. 
The major areas of the agreement include, among others, the 
exchange of delegations; cooperation in the training of 
cadres; and cooperation in the area of press and informa- 
tion. In his address, the BEC external relations secretary 
recalled the healthy cooperation between our two countries 
since Mali became independent. He said the agreement 
signed today demonstrates clearly this healthy cooperation. 
He added that the agreement shows the deep aspirations of 
the Soviet and Malian peoples. For his part, Mr Zolotarev, 
head of the Soviet delegation, thanked the Malian authori- 
ties for the warm reception given his delegation. On behalf 
of his country’s people, he expressed the wish to see this 
bilateral cooperation further strengthened. It will be noted 
that before the signing of the document, the Soviet delega- 
tion paid a courtesy call on the BEC administration secre- 
tary, Mbouille Siby, and the political secretary, Djibril 
Diallo. [end recording] 


Traore Receives CPSU Delegation 
AB2212104689 Bamako Domestic Service in French 
1500 GMT 21 Dec 89 


[Text] The secretary general of the Democratic Union of 
Malian People [UDPM], General Moussa Traore today 
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received a delegation of the CPSU which has been visiting 
our country since 16 December as part of the strengthening 
of ties of friendship and cooperation between our two 
parties. The delegation, which is led by the CPSU first 
secretary of the Aktyubinsk Region, Republic of Kaza- 
khstan, Yevgeniy Zolotarev, held talks with several Malian 
officials and visited Kaniko to see for himself the UDPM 
endogenous development strategy. The delegation also 
seized the opportunity to explain the various changes initi- 
ated by Comrade Mikhail Gorbachev for the prosperity of 
the Soviet people. 


In his reply, Gen Moussa Traore said the Malian people, 
party, and government were politically determined to 
strengthen relations of friendship and cooperation 
between our two countries. In wishing success to the 
efforts of the Soviet leadership, the head of state stressed 
that Mali has been closely monitoring the various 
reforms currently taking place in the USSR for the 
welfare of the Soviet people. 


The meeting was also attended by the Central Executive 
Bureau’s secretary for external relations, Sekou 
Meledjou Traore, and the adviser for communications, 
Tiona Mathieu Koned. 


Delegation Departs 
AB2312174289 Bamako Domestic Service in French 
1500 GMT 22 Dec 89 


[Text] As part of USSR-Mali cooperation, a Soviet 
delegation led by Zolotarev, first secretary of the CPSU 
for Aktyubinsk, visited our country for 3 days. The end 
of the visit was crowned by an official dinner hosted in 
honor of the CPSU delegation yesterday at the Lido 
Hotel in the presence of Sekou Traore, secretary for 
external relations of the Central Executive Bureau 
[BEC], and Soviet Ambassador Aleksandr Trofimov. 
Abderahmane Sacko has the details: 


{Begin recording} [Sacko] The essential purpose of this 
dinner was to express the gratitude of the Malian people 
to their Soviet counterparts. The occasion also enabled 
the BEC secretary for external relations to thank the 
Soviet delegation, which has just ended its visit to our 
country, on behalf of General Moussa Traore, general 
secretary of the party and head of state. 


During the visit, the two sides signed an important 
cooperation program covering 1990-91. According to 
Sekou Traore, BEC secretary for external relations, this 
document clearly testifies to the strong and permanent 
relations of cooperation and friendship that have always 
existed between our two peoples, parties, and govern- 
ments. Its signing, he said, shows our desire to cooperate 
and testifies that the visit of the Soviet delegation has 
been successful: 


[Traore] Your visit enabled you to discover a country 
resolutely committed to the struggle for its socio- 
economic development. Mali supports all forms of 
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unselfish, useful, and efficient cooperation that substan- 
tially contributes to its own development efforts. [pas- 
sage Omitted] 


[Sacko] Replying, comrade Zolotarev stressed the signif- 
icance f the program and the readiness of his country to 
cooperate any time and in any sectors with Mali. The 
newly-signed program is based on four essential points, 
namely exchanges of delegations, cooperation in the 
training, information, and press sectors, facilities offered 
Malian officials for holidays, and treatment in the Soviet 
Union. The need to increase scholarships granted 
Malian executives, particularly for postgraduates, was 
particularly stressed. The program provides for sending 
two Soviets to Mali annually to give papers at the party 
school. All this shows that USSR-Mali coooperation is 
now on a new path. 


In addition, the Soviet delegation visited the Kamiko 
pilot agricultural project in Koutchala District before 
being received by General Moussa Traore. [end 
recording] 


Nigeria 


Commentary Views U.S. Action in Panama 


AB2212204389 Kaduna Domestic Service in English 
1700 GMT 22 Dec 89 


[Musa Usman commentary] 


[Text] According to the very first article of the UN 
Charter, the body to which most countries of the world 
belong, no country should interfere in the internal affairs 
of any other country. In this regard, the United Nations 
particularly has the obligation to secure peace and justice 
in a special form, taking measures against acts of aggres- 
sion. And this is all that is being expected from the world 
and the United Nations. 


But without doubt, a chapter—and a very bitter and 
bloody chapter—has emerged in the world history, 
where the superpowers try relentlessly to dominate 
weaker nations, especially in Africa and Latin America. 
Today, the world is divided between the big imperial 
powers. They believe they are masters and owners of the 
world. They do not only compel other countries to do 
their wishes but see them as extensions of themselves. 
The United States, Britain, and the rest of the super- 
powers, today decide on world opinion. They [words 
indistinct] with human ideas and concepts, and most of 
the time, changing and distorting them at will and 
injecting the distorted meanings into their people's 
minds. The superpowers not only make decisions for the 
whole world and poor nations but also ensure that their 
interests are absolute and the interests of others nonex- 
istent. They support and arm fascists and racist regimes, 
like the ones in Israel and South Africa, to bully weaker 
nations, while at the same time reject revolutionaries 
and create problems for revolutionary regimes. 
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The superpowers’ claims, especially by the United 
States, for peace in the world are indeed very question- 
able. In the past and in the name of peace, they had 
invaded Vietnam without any cause. In 1986, they 
bombed Libya for new reasons, and over the years they 
have been arming counterrevolutionaries in fighting the 
legitimate governments of Nicaragua, Angola, and else- 
where. Just last year, they shot down an Iranian pas- 
senger plane, killing all 298 passengers on board. And as 
if it is not enough, America has continued to label the 
Palestinians as terrorists because of their search for 
independence. Today, the United States, in the guise of 
defending such terms as human rights, peace, .ndepen- 
dence, national interests, and terrorism [as heard] has 
gone trampling on the rights of so many people. Their 
peace means reconciliation and submission to the wishes 
of the American Government. But the questions are: 
Who are the terrorists“ the revolutionaries, who defend 
their countries, ideals and values, or the American 
[words indistinct] that attack those countries and their 
ideals? Is the United States, and other superpowers, who 
invoke war in the Third World and cause the death of 
people, terroristic or the freedom-seekins individual 
nations who defend their independence and sovereignty? 
{sentence as heard] 


In fact, and by all means, the United States would try to 
defend its adventure in Panama through its propaganda. 
With the world mass media in its hands, it would not only 
try to justify its action but it would also try to give a humane 
image to its barbaric aggression and with [words indistinct] 
confrontation with world public opinion. 


The international community must not only condemn 
the action of America in Panama but should be forced to 
pack out of Panama and leave the affairs of that country 
to its people. America should be made to understand 
that it is no one’s guardian. Third World countries 
should unite to defend themselves from the superpowers’ 
aggressions. They must understand that they have 
nobody to help them except the willpower of their 
people, their ideals, and their determination. Only 
through Third World unity can the dignity of nations 
and the personality of half of humanity be respected, 
which would in turn guarantee the establishment of a 
world based on truth, equity, and justice. 


Further Press Reaction 


AB2212105089 Lagos Domestic Service in English 
0600 GMT 22 Dec 89 


[From the press review] 


[Text] Writing under the title, Terror at Dawn, THE 
HERALD attributes the situation in Panama to what it 
calls the 1988 mixup which resulted in the ouster of the 
then President Eric Arturo Henriquez Delvalle. It traces 
the history of U.S. interest in the region to when the 
United States instigated the breaking away of Panama 
from Colombia on 3 November 1903. THE HERALD 
calls for the withdrawal of U.S. troops from that territory 
to allow democracy to prevail. 
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NLC Calls Off Strike Planned for 27 Dec 


AB2212183089 Lagos Domestic Service in English 
1500 GMT 22 Dec 89 


[Excerpt] The Nigeria Labor Congress [NLC] recently 
pressed for a new and better minimum wage for Nigerian 
workers. The federal Ministry of Employment, Labor, and 
Productivity looked into the matter, and the congress called 
off its 27 December strike plan. Radio Link tomorrow 
features (Alhaji Ayinde Ousmane), deputy director at the 
Ministry of Employment, Labor, and Productivity. 


Listeners will have the opportunity to talk with (Alhaji 
Ayinde) on labor matters, salaries, and wages. [passage 
omitted] 


Government Ready for Dialogue 


AB2312162189 Lagos Domestic Service in English 
1500 GMT 23 Dec 89 


[Text] Ts Federal Government has expressed its prepared- 
ness to enter into dialogue with the Nigeria Labor Congress 
[NLC] over the issue of an upward review of the minium 
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wage. A deputy director in the Federal Ministry of Employ- 
ment, Labor, and Productivity, Alhaji Ayinde Usman, 
stated this today while speaking on a Radio Nigeria network 
program, Radio Link. Alhaji Usman, however, said that the 
government did not approve the approach adupted by the 
NLC over the issue. 


The deputy director, who represented the minister, 
Alhaji Abubakar Umar, on the program, stated that the 
NLC’s demand for the setting up of a presidential 
tripartite body to discuss the minimum wage issue was 
not realistic since there was already a National Labor 
Advisory Council to handle such matters. He said the 
Ministry of ':mployment, Labor, and Productivity had 
always attenc ed promptly to memoranda from the NLC. 


In answer to a question, Alhaji Uasman explained that 
an upward review of the national minimum wage was 
not a decision the government could take on its own. It 
also depended on a number of other factors as well as the 
availability of resources. The deputy director stated that 
with an increase in allowances and the introduction of 
various relief measures, the lowest-paid Nigerian worker 
earned more than 125 naira minimum wage. 
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